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learn more than medicine, you 
learn how to manage people, espe-
cially doctors.” A former chief of 
staff himself, Jerry says that man-
aging doctors “is fascinating.”
 Chris decided to throw his hat 
into the ring for chief resident and 
was voted in by his fellow residents 
and attendings. 
 “I have this expression I use in 
the family,” Jerry says: “‘Are you 
ready to thank me yet?’” Chris says 
that being chief resident was “a lot 
of work, but I had a ball.”
 When he looks back on that 
February night in his living room 
in New Bern, Chris feels that, in 
many ways, he observed his father’s 
heart attack from a safe distance, 
as a medical incident. “I honestly 
think I detached there—doing what 
had to be done. There was no time 
to reflect, so many things happened 
so fast: thumping him, running the 
code on him at the community hos-
pital in New Bern, shipping him to 
Pitt, then the emergent surgery.”
 But Chris also remembers it as 
a signal event. “Once we survived 
that incident, even though I was 
still fulfilling my requirements for 
residency, I felt that I’d succeeded as 
a physician.”
 Chris says that having treated his 
father in an emergency gives him a new degree of conviction 
when he tells a family what he’d do if it were his father there in 
the emergency room. 
 The whole experience also vividly demonstrated a truth 
Chris already knew. “You don’t practice medicine by yourself,” 
he says. “It’s the team that does it. Everyone along the chain 
worked together and did an unbelievable job: My wife, who 
called 911, the EMTs and paramedics who came to the house, 
the Emergency Department staff and cardiologists at Craven 
Regional Hospital in New Bern, the East Care flight crew, the 
cardiothoracic surgical team and ICU staff at Pitt . . .  
 “If anyone had dropped the ball, my father would not have 

survived. Even my six-month-old 
daughter was an important part 
of the team. You just couldn’t get 
depressed when she looked at you 
and smiled. This is why I love to 
practice medicine.”
 Jerry, on the other hand, claims 
fairly vigorously that he learned 
nothing from being a patient (yet 
again). Sitting in his office at Erie 
County Medical Center in Buffalo, 
he says, “I’ve heard that if you’ve 
been a patient, you’ll be a better 
doctor. I say from experience: no. 
That’s not so.” He shrugs away the 
question with the authority of a 
veteran: “There’s no advantage to 
being a patient.”
 Something Jerry knows just 
as certainly is that he was lucky, 
as the survival rate for an out-of-
hospital cardiac arrest is less than 
one percent.
 “Just this last summer one of my 
friends, a very esteemed colleague 
here in the Department of Internal 
Medicine died of sudden cardiac 
arrest,” he  recalls. “There just wasn’t 
enough time to get him the effective 
treatment, and that was it.”
 Joelle doesn’t even like to finish 
the thought—“If this had hap-
pened a day earlier, when Chris 
and Andrea were still away and we 
were there with Gracie, or a day 
later when we would have been 

driving to visit friends . . . . ”
 Jerry was cleared for rehabilitation and both he and Joelle 
wanted to get home so they arranged for this phase of his 
care to take place at the VA in Buffalo, where Logue had been 
chief of staff and where he had rehabbed before—at great 
length—after a near-fatal car accident in 1987. They flew 
home in an air ambulance in April, and he went back to work 
eight weeks later.
 In July 2005 Chris Logue started a fellowship in undersea 
and hyperbaric medicine at the University of Pennsylvania.
 Father and son remain the best of friends, and 
colleagues. 
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Andrea, Chris and Grace visiting Buffalo 
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obert A. Milch, MD ’68, surgeon and medical direc-
tor of the Center for Hospice and Palliative Care in 
Buffalo, is the recipient of the University at Buffalo’s 
2005 Distinguished Medical Alumnus Award. 
      Milch is internationally recognized for his contri-
butions to the field of palliative care, having served in 
numerous capacities, including consultant to the gov-
ernment of Hungary and national hospices of Croatia 
and Slovenia in their efforts to establish national 

hospice programs. In 1989, he received the British Embassy 
Ambassador’s Award for Contributions to the International 
Hospice Movement, and in 1995 he received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from Children’s Hospice International.
 After earning a bachelor of arts degree in English (1964) and 
medical degree (1968) from the University at 
Buffalo, Milch completed his internship and 
residency in general surgery at the Buffalo 
General Hospital. He then served for two years 
as a surgeon at the United States Naval Hospital 
in Quantico, Virginia.
 In 1975, Milch began working in the private 
practice of general, oncologic and vascular surgery 
at the Buffalo Medical Group. In 1978, he became 
the first medical director of Hospice Buffalo, a vol-
unteer position he held until 1984. Since 1980 he 
has been the director of the Palliative Care Unit of 
the Buffalo General Hospital, and in 1997 became 
the director of the Palliative Care Consultation 
Service of the Kaleida Health System. In 1993
he left private practice to become 
the medical director of the Center 
for Hospice and Palliative Care 
in Buffalo.
 Milch has been on faculty 
at the UB School of Medicine 
and Biomedical Sciences since 
1975. Currently, he is a clinical 
professor of surgery and adjunct 
associate clinical professor of 
family medicine. Over the years, 
he has taught numerous courses 
on topics of palliative care 
medicine, including “Advances 
in Cancer Management for 

the Surgeon” (Harvard Medical School), and “Palliative Care 
for Surgeons” at clinical congresses of the American College 
of Surgeons. He is certified to teach the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation/American Medical Association course, “Education 
for Physicians in End-of-Life Care,” and is on the faculty of the 
National Residency Education Project for Improving End-of-
Life Care (Robert Wood Johnson Foundation/Medical College 
of Wisconsin). He is on the editorial boards of The American 
Journal of Hospice and Palliative Care, and the End-of-Life 
Physician Education Resource Center.
 Milch has published and presented widely on the subjects of 
pain and symptom management, medical communication, ethics, 
and palliative care. He holds numerous teaching awards and other 
citations, including the Iris Yearbook dedication in 1981, the 

Chandra Outstanding Clinical Teacher Award 
from the Department of Surgery (1989 and 
1991), the Robert S. Berkson Memorial Award 
for volunteer faculty excellence in teaching 
(1997), the Western New York Citizen of the 
Year citation from The Buffalo News in 1994 
and 2000, and the Community Service Medal 
of the University at Buffalo (2003). 
     A Fellow of the American College of 
Surgeons, Milch serves on the Palliative Care 
Consensus Guidelines Panel of the National 
Cancer Centers Network, represents the 
American Academy of Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine on the Commission on Cancer, and 
was a founding officer of the New York State 

Cancer and AIDS Pain Initiative.    
     Milch is co-chair of the 
Surgical Palliative Care 
Workgroup of the American 
College of Surgeons, chair of the 
Board of Mercy Flight, and serves 
on the board of directors of the 
Kaleida Health System. He is a 
member of several professional 
societies, including the New York 
State Hospice Association, the 
American Academy of Hospice 
and Palliative Medicine, and 
Alpha Omega Alpha Medical 
Honor Society.
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Left to right: Interim Dean Fredrick C. Morin III, MD, Distinguished 

Alumnus Robert Milch, MD ’68, and UB President John Simpson, PhD.
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Departmental Awards
The departments of the school have 
established awards to recognize merit-
orious performance as well as outstanding 
achievement in other curriculum-
related activities.

Pathology and Anatomical Sciences
Ajay N. Panchal, ’08, received the James 
A. Gibson, Wayne J. Atwell and Oliver 

P. Jones Award, which is 
given by the Department of 
Pathology and Anatomical 
Sciences to the student with 
the highest combined average 

in the anatomical sciences. The award is 
named in honor of past chairs 
of the Department of Anatomy.

David A. Liebner, ’07, received 
the Kornel Terplan Award, 
given by the Department of 
Pathology and Anatomical 
Sciences to the student 
with the hightest average in 
pathology. The award honors Dr. Kornel 
Terplan, past chair of the department.

Biochemistry
Arsalan Q. Shabbir, ’08, received the 
Edward L. Curvish Award, 
established by the 
Department of Biochemistry 
to recognize the student 
with the highest average in 
biochemistry.

Microbiology/Immunology
Michael C. Zang, ’07, received the Ernest 

Witebsky Award, which is 
given to the students achiev-
ing the highest grade in 
microbiology and immunol-
ogy. Dr. Witebsky was the 

founding chair of the Department of 
Microbiology.

Rebecca G. Taxier, ’07, received the 
Marek Zaleski Award, presented by the 
Department of Microbiology to the stu-
dent who best combines Dr. 
Zaleski’s high standards of 
academic achievement with 
outstanding service to the 
community. The third-year 
class chooses the recipient.

Physiology and Biophysics
David A. Liebner, ’07, received the 
Donald W. Rennie Physiology Award, 
which is given to the students with the 
highest average in physiology. Dr. Rennie 
was a former vice president for research 
at UB and chair of the Department of 
Physiology and Biophysics.

Primary Care Achievement
Amy L. Garner ’08, received the Evan 
Calkins Primary Care Achievement 

Award, which is given to 
one outstanding student in 
the Primary Care Summer 
Externship Program. Dr. 
Calkins is a former chair 

of the Department of Medicine.

McGraw-Hill Book Awards
Ajay N. Panchal, ’08, and Arsalan Q. 
Shabbir, ’08, both pictured above, received 
the McGraw-Hill Book Awards, which is 
given to the two highest-ranking students 
in the first-year curriculum.

he Annual Honors Convocation recognizing academic excellence among first- and second-year 

students at the University at Buffalo School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences was held in Butler 

Auditorium October 15, 2005.

       The following is a list of award recipients and a description of the awards received.

Year One
Jenna Lyn Arndt
Samir Mohammed Baig
Megan K. Barnhart
Adam R. Brod
Anthony John 

Cerminara
Lauren M. Dunford
Katherine Joy 

Dunham
Jennifer Helen 

Gaborski
Fahad S. Hassan
Geoffrey C. Hill
Miriam Imnadze
Elie G. Jarrouge
Praveen Kadimcherla
Mohammed Faraz 

Khan
Victoria A. Lilling
Andrew W. Marino
Jarod Stephen Masci
Benjamin P. McGreevy
Charles Milchteim
Francis James 

O’Connell
Ajay Narhari Panchal
Jennifer Lynn Pugh
Rebecca Lynn 

Ryszkiewicz
Christopher Kevin 

Schott
Arsalan Q. Shabbir
Monica Erin Shukla
Daniel A. Sleve
Hilary Anne 

Southerland
Paul W. Taglienti
Yelizaveta Vaynshteyn
Lori Marie Wittman
Stefanie S. Wu
Guanhua Xu
Justin Mark Zbrzezny
Matthew David 

Zimmerman

Year Two
Kristen Elizabeth 

Amann
Gwen Marie Bernacki
Christopher V. 

Desimone
Landis A. Fisher
Ellen C. Fitzgerald
Benjamin C. Gillen
Amanda Rose Gorman
Aarti Gupta
Gerald Rajish 

Jeyapalan
Dae Y. Kim
Russell M. Lafrance
Gareth Mark Lema
Robin T. Li
David A. Liebner
Bethany M. Lipa
Lesley C. Loss
Joel David Mack
Helen Marie Mahler
John A. Maloney
Emily A. McCourt
Nadia A. McFarlane
Na-Yon Nam
Michael F. Parsons
Michael Frank 

Petroziello
Annop Prabhu
Peter C. Revenaugh
Babak Roobini
Julianne Marie 

Santarosa
Stephen James Scull
Eric J. Sigler
Patrick D. Solan
Christopher 

Wilkinson Tjoa
Vy Thao T. Tran
Thomas W. Trimarco
Adrienne Vargo
Ryan David Wilkins
Jeffrey P. Yaeger
Afshin Zadfar
Michael C. Zang

Year Three
Sarah Nicole Aminoff
Danielle E. Bender
Josette M. Bianchi
Andrew James Brenyo
Stephanie E. Chin
Christopher A. 

D’Angelis
Jeremiah J. Depue
Brian H. Eichner
Katherine Jennifer 

Frachetti
Pamela Jean Franks
Michael C. 

Hawryschuk
Keith Charles Kaplan
Arash Y. Kermanshahi
Janet Christina King
Debra Lynn 

Luczkiewicz
Katherine E. Melzer
Ron Mitzner
Joshua Moskovitz
Brian Edward 

Neubauer
Michelle L. 

Niescierenko
Jennie G. Ono
David A. Paine
Tara M. Petroski
Troy A. Pittman
Jordan Marc Rush
Nicole Elaine Scouras
Kimberly A. Truax
George M. Watson

Honors Convocation 
Recognizing Medical Students’ Achievements

T

Dean’s Letters of Commendation are awarded to students in years one and two who achieve 

75 percent of available honors points in each year. Two honors points are earned for each 

credit hour of honors performance while one point is earned per credit for high satisfactory. In 

year three, students who earn at least four honors and two high-satisfactory grades are hon-

ored. Students earning letters of commendation for their work in academic year 2004–05 are:

Dean’s Letters of Commendation 
Years 1, 2 and 3
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Alpha Omega Alpha 

Honor Medical Society 

Alpha Omega Alpha is a national organiza-

tion dedicated to supporting academic 

excellence and perpetuating excellence 

in the medical profession. It is the only 

national medical honor society in the world 

and inductees are selected on the basis of 

scholarship and integrity. 

Class of 2006 Inductees to  
Alpha Omega Alpha are: 

Danielle E. Bender
Mary Catherine Berowski
Stephanie E. Chin
Christopher A. D’Angelis
Thomas Martin Forsberg
Katherine Jennifer Frachetti
Pamela Jean Franks
Michael C. Hawryschuk
Keith Charles Kaplan
Arash Y. Kermanshahi
Janet Christina King
Debra Lynn Luczkiewicz
Molly Elizabeth Moore
Danielle Lynn Morganti
Brian Edward Neubauer
Jordan Marc Rush
Jacob M. Tallman
George M. Watson

Class of 2006 Students Inducted 
as Juniors 

Sarah Nicole Aminoff
Josette M. Bianchi
Andrew James Brenyo
Brian H. Eichner
Katherine E. Melzer

Faculty

Also inducted was Christopher 
Cohan, PhD, Professor of 
Pathology and Anatomical 
Sciences.




