
Kristin Michelle 
Broderick
Surgery-Preliminary
Urology

University of Alabama Medical 
Center, Birmingham, AL

David Michael Brooks
Physical Medicine & 
Rehabilitation Medicine

Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

Christopher J. Cancro
Family Medicine

Montana Family Medicine, 
Billings, MT

Anthony J. Cerminara
Orthopaedic Surgery

Jackson Memorial Hospital, 
Miami, FL

Karen Chang
Surgery

Stony Brook Teaching Hospitals, 
Stony Brook, NY

Steven Chao
Surgery

Rhode Island Hospital/Brown 
University, Providence, RI

Andrew Watson Chapman
Transitional

Madigan Army Medical Center, 
Tacoma, WA

Paul J. Chen
Research

David Alexander 
Chmielewski
Internal Medicine

New York University School of 
Medicine, New York, NY

Helen Yean-mi Choi
Psychiatry

Einstein/Montefiore Medical 
Center, Bronx, NY

Michael John Cipolla
Otolaryngology

Ohio State University Medical 
Center, Columbus, OH

Craig A. Cook
Psychiatry

University of North Carolina 
Hospitals, Chapel Hill, NC

John Joseph Cope
Surgery

Baystate Medical Center, 
Springfield, MA

Jennifer Marie Corliss
Family Medicine

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Jennifer Erica Emmett 
Costello
Medicine-Preliminary
Neurology

Einstein/Montefiore Medical 
Center, Bronx, NY

New York University School of 
Medicine, New York, NY

Jillian Jean Delmont
Obstetrics-Gynecology

University of Rochester/Strong 
Memorial Hospital, 
Rochester, NY

Amy Beth Devlin
Internal Medicine

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center, Boston, MA

Lauren Marie Dunford
Medicine-Pediatrics

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Katherine Joy Dunham
Pediatrics

University of Rochester/Strong 
Memorial Hospital, 
Rochester, NY

Cassie L. Durawa
Emergency Medicine

University of California Davis 
Medical Center, Sacramento, CA

Justin R. Eckler
Anesthesiology

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Childiebere U. Ekeocha
Emergency Medicine

Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
Baltimore, MD

Zhanna Elberg
Psychiatry

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Bradley Richard Ertel
Medicine-Preliminary
Physical Medicine &
Rehabilitation Medicine

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Pasquale Evangelista
Transitional

St. Elizabeth Health Center/
NEOUCOM, Youngstown, OH

Matthew Michael 
Fernaays
Family Medicine

University of Rochester/Strong 
Memorial Hospital, Rochester, NY

Sara Ferri
Medicine-Preliminary
Ophthalmology

Unity Health System, 
Syracuse, NY

SUNY-Downstate, 
Brooklyn, NY

Amy L. Garner
Psychiatry

Medical University of South 
Carolina, Charleston, SC

Fauzia Ashley Abilmona
Medicine-Preliminary
Anesthesiology

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Loma Linda University, 
Loma Linda, CA

Saddam Saleh Abisse
Internal Medicine

University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center, Pittsburgh, PA

Richard Michael Ackerson
Orthopaedic Surgery

University of Colorado School of 
Medicine, Denver, CO

Eliz H. Agopian
Medicine-Preliminary
Neurology

Einstein/Montefiore Medical 
Center, Bronx, NY

Misbah Haque Ahmad
Internal Medicine

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Ali Mir Ahmed
Internal Medicine

North Shore-Long Island Jewish 
Health System, Great Neck, NY

Samantha H. Aitchison
Surgery

University of Kentucky Medical 
Center, Lexington, KY

Sadia Arshad
Internal Medicine

Beth Israel Medical Center, 
New York, NY

Samir Mohammed Baig
Surgery-Preliminary

Loyola University Medical Center, 
Maywood, IL

George Reid Bancroft
Anesthesiology

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Megan Kathleen Barnhart
Pediatrics

University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center, Pittsburgh, PA

Christopher Charles 
Battaglia
Neurology

University of Rochester/Strong 
Memorial Hospital, Rochester, NY

Joel Lawrence Beatty
Anesthesiology

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Amar Ramesh Bhandari
Surgery-Preliminary

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Kiran Bharadwa
Surgery

Westchester Medical Center, 
Valhalla, NY

Bret Hughson Biersbach
Anesthesiology

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Ryan Patrick Bodkin
Emergency Medicine

University of Rochester/Strong 
Memorial Hospital, Rochester, NY

Kristie Anne Boyce
Psychiatry

University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center, Pittsburgh, PA

Adam R. Brod
Orthopaedic Surgery

SUNY Upstate Medical University, 
Syracuse, NY

This year’s Match Day festivities took place 

on March 20 at the Pearl Street Grill 

and Brewery in downtown Buffalo, where 

students, their families, friends and faculty 

gathered to celebrate.

2008
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Match Day

Above: Best friends Jennifer Toh, left, and 
Geeta Laud, discover they will both train 
at Einstein/Montefiore Medical Center. 

1 3      B u f f a l o  P h y s i c i a nS u m m e r  2 0 0 8S u m m e r  2 0 0 8B u f f a l o  P h y s i c i a n1 2      



1 4      B u f f a l o  P h y s i c i a n S u m m e r  2 0 0 8 1 5      B u f f a l o  P h y s i c i a nS u m m e r  2 0 0 81 41 4     B u f f a l o  P h y s i c i a n S u m m e r  2 0 0 8 1 55B f f l P h i iB u f f a l o  P h y s i c i a nS u m m e r  2 0 0 8

Denise Elizabeth 
McCormack
Surgery

New York Medical College (Sound 
Shore), New Rochelle, NY

Benjamin P. McGreevy
Transitional
Radiology-Diagnostic

Western Pennsylvania Hospital, 
Pittsburgh, PA

University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center, Pittsburgh, PA

Seema A. Mehta
Internal Medicine

New England Medical Center, 
Boston, MA

Barbara S. Mendez
Internal Medicine

New York Presbyterian Hospital/
Weill Cornell Medical Center, 
New York, NY

Charles Milchteim
Orthopaedic Surgery

George Washington University, 
Washington, DC

Paul Anthony Mitrani
Pediatrics/Psychiatry/Child 
Psychiatry

Mt. Sinai Hospital, 
Cabrini, NY

Richard Kermit Monroe
Neurology

Albany Medical Center Hospital, 
Albany, NY

Michael Ralph Nazareth
Medicine-Preliminary
Dermatology

University at Buffalo,
Buffalo, NY

Francis James O’Connell
Emergency Medicine

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center, Boston, MA

Heather Maria Neild 
O’Gavaghan
Emergency Medicine

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Ngozi Vivien Okam
Obstetrics-Gynecology

Ohio State University Medical 
Center, Columbus, OH

Shannon Eileen O’Malley
Pediatrics

New York Presbyterian Hospital/
Weill Cornell Medical Center, 
New York, NY

Jenna Lyn O’Neill
Medicine-Preliminary

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Ajay  Narhari Panchal
Surgery

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Aileen Mi-suh Park
Psychiatry

Einstein/Montefiore Medical 
Center, Bronx, NY

Etern S. Park
Surgery-Preliminary

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Snehal Rajendrakumar 
Patel
Emergency Medicine

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Jennifer Helen Paul
Medicine-Preliminary
Physical Medicine & 
Rehabilitation Medicine

University of Rochester/Strong 
Memorial Hospital, Rochester, NY

University of Colorado School of 
Medicine, Denver, CO

Kiran Mayi Perkins
Obstetrics-Gynecology

University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center, Pittsburgh, PA

Bakheng Pheng
Internal Medicine

Kaiser Permanente-Southern 
California Region, 
Los Angeles, CA

Narasimhachar Govindara 
Prativadi
Transitional
Radiology-Diagnostic

Mercy Hospital, 
Pittsburgh, PA

University of Rochester/Strong 
Memorial Hospital, Rochester, NY

Rachel Elizabeth Preiser
Psychiatry

Long Island Jewish Medical Center, 
Great Neck, NY

Huaguang Qu
Medicine-Preliminary
Physical Medicine & 
Rehabilitation Medicine

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Kory Benjamin Reed
Orthopaedic Surgery

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Julie A. Rizzo
Surgery

Eisenhower Army Medical Center, 
Fort Gordon, GA

Rebecca Lynn Ryszkiewicz
Emergency Medicine

Eastern Virginia Medical School, 
Norfolk, VA

Victor P. Giamos
Medicine-Preliminary
Ophthalmology

New York Medical College 
(Richmond), Staten Island, NY

Nassau University Medical 
Center, East Meadow, NY

Jenna L. Giles
Psychiatry

Stony Brook Teaching Hospitals, 
Stony Brook, NY

Michal Glinianski
Anesthesiology

Penn State University/Milton S. 
Hershey Medical Center, 
Hershey, PA

Michael Edward 
Godzala III
Psychiatry

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Lindsey Allison Greene
Pediatrics

New York Presbyterian Hospital/
Weill Cornell Medical Center, 
New York, NY

Alla Grinblat
Internal Medicine

Long Island Jewish Medical Center, 
Great Neck, NY

Kassondra Suzanne 
Grzankowski
Obstetrics-Gynecology

University of Hawaii,
Honolulu, HI

Sarah Louise Gueli
Anesthesiology

University at Buffalo,
Buffalo, NY

Hekmat Hakiman
Surgery

University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School, Dallas, TX

Michelle Lee Haslinger
Surgery

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Fahad Syed Hassan
Internal Medicine

Yale-New Haven Hospital, 
New Haven, CT

Carla Rose Henke
Family Medicine

Lancaster General Hospital, 
Lancaster, PA

Geoffrey Christopher Hill
Transitional
Radiology-Diagnostic

University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center, Pittsburgh, PA

Paul Robert Hosking
Pathology

New York Presbyterian Hospital/
Columbia University Medical 
Center, New York, NY

Mariam Imnadze
Medicine-Preliminary
Urology

SUNY Downstate, 
Brooklyn, NY

Elie G. Jarrouge
Internal Medicine

Baylor College of Medicine, 
Houston, TX

Alison Marie Jeziorski
Surgery-Preliminary
Neurosurgery

Virginia Commonwealth University 
Health System, Richmond, VA

Michael Robert Joynt
Medicine-Pediatrics

University of Rochester/Strong 
Memorial Hospital, Rochester, NY

Praveen Kadimcherla
Orthopaedic Surgery

Einstein/Montefiore Medical 
Center, Bronx, NY

Mohammed Faraz Khan
Surgery-Preliminary
Neurosurgery

Jackson Memorial Hospital, 
Miami, FL

University of Miami, 
Miami, FL

Eric Chi-ching Ko
Transitional
Radiation-Oncology

Christiana Care Health Services, 
Wilmington, DE

Mt. Sinai Hospital, 
Cabrini, NY

Joseph D. Kuebler
Pediatrics

Yale-New Haven Hospital, 
New Haven, CT

Arjuna B. Kuperan
Otolaryngology

UMDNJ-New Jersey Medical 
School, Newark, NJ

Geeta G. Laud
Internal Medicine

Einstein/Montefiore Medical 
Center, Bronx, NY

Victoria Ann Lilling
Orthopaedic Surgery

Stony Brook Teaching Hospitals, 
Stony Brook, NY

Kathryn Elizabeth Little
Family Medicine

John Peter Smith Hospital, 
Fort Worth, TX

Yuk Ming Liu
Surgery-Preliminary

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Andrew W. Marino
Emergency Medicine

University of Massachusetts 
Medical Center, Worcester, MA

Jarod Stephen Masci
Psychiatry

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Left: Paul Taglienti will train in emergency  
medicine at the State University of New 
York at Stony Brook.

M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  N e w s

Right: Francis O’Connell with his wife, 
Maripili, and their daughter, Sophia. 
Francis will train at Harvard University.

From Left: Good friends 
Arjuna Kuperan, Charles 
Milchteim and Steven Chao.

Above: Fauzia Ashley Abilmona, right, celebrates 
recieving her top choice with friends Seema 
Mehta, center, and Amar Bhandari, left.
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Hamita Sachar
Internal Medicine

Yale-New Haven Hospital, 
New Haven, CT

Kelly Bettina Sayles
Surgery

Mary Imogene Bassett, 
Cooperstown, NY

Christopher Kevin Schott
Emergency Medicine

Eastern Virginia Medical School, 
Norfolk, VA

Lauren Clair Scott
Pathology

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center, Lebanon, NH

Rebecca Louise Simons
Psychiatry

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Daniel A. Sleve
Otolaryngology

University of Kansas School of 
Medicine, Kansas City, KS

Emily Slotkin
Pediatrics

Einstein/Jacobi Medical Center, 
Bronx, NY

Hilary Anne Southerland
Medicine-Pediatrics

University of Rochester/Strong 
Memorial Hospital, Rochester, NY

Amanda Leigh Stapleton
Otolaryngology

University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center, Pittsburgh, PA

Juliette Marie Stenz
Medicine-Preliminary
Ophthalmology

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Ashley A. Stewart
Surgery

Oregon Health Sciences University, 
Portland, OR

Barrie Gail Suskin
Obstetrics-Gynecology

Einstein/Montefiore Medical 
Center, Bronx, NY

Stephanie Gauder Sussman
Pediatrics

University of Pittsburgh Medical 

Center, Pittsburgh, PA

Veronica Szalkowski-
Lehane
Pediatrics

University of Utah Affiliated 
Hospitals, Salt Lake City, UT

Paul Warren Taglienti
Emergency Medicine

Stony Brook Teaching Hospitals, 
Stony Brook, NY

Cini K. Thayil
Emergency Medicine

New York Presbyterian Hospital/
Weill Cornell Medical Center, 
New York, NY

Jennifer A. Toh
Internal Medicine

Einstein/Montefiore Medical 
Center, Bronx, NY

Victor Jude Vacanti
Internal Medicine

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Alan Vainrib
Internal Medicine

New York Presbyterian Hospital/
Columbia University Medical 
Center, New York, NY

Jing Wang
Medicine-Preliminary
Physical Medicine & 
Rehabilitation Medicine

North Shore Medical Center/Salem 
Hospital, Salem, MA

Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
Baltimore, MD

Joshua Ellick Weitz
Internal Medicine

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Bonnie R. White
Surgery-Preliminary

University at Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY

Scott Fallon Wilbur
Surgery-Preliminary
Radiology-Diagnostic

Hennepin County Medical Center, 
Minneapolis, MN

University of Rochester/Strong 
Memorial Hospital, Rochester, NY

C. Kelvey Richards Wilson
Emergency Medicine

Baystate Medical Center, 
Springfield, MA

Lori Marie Wittman
Obstetrics-Gynecology

University of North Carolina 
Hospitals, Chapel Hill, NC

Stefanie Shawnie Wu
Family Medicine

Kaiser Permanente-Southern 
California Region, Los Angeles, CA

Guan Hua Xu
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School, Dallas, TX

Justin Mark Zbrzezny
Surgery-Preliminary
Urology

Lahey Clinic, 
Burlington, MA

Matthew David 
Zimmerman
Psychiatry

New York Presbyterian Hospital/
Weill Cornell Medical Center, 
New York, NY

M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  N e w s

Saddam Saleh Abisse
Christopher Charles Battaglia
Kiran Bharadwa
Christopher J. Cancro
Jennifer Erica Emmett Costello
Jenna L. Giles

Kassondra Suzanne Grzankowski
Hekmat Hakiman
Carla Rose Henke
Paul Robert Hosking
Michael Robert Joynt
Geeta G. Laud
Yuk Ming Liu

Francis James O’Connell
Rebecca Louise Simons
Emily Slotkin
Lori Marie Wittman

Above: Fahad Hassan, 
left, will train at Yale 
University and Michelle 
Haslinger will train at 
UB, her first choice.

Left: Ngozi Okam, right, 
with boyfriend Onuma 
Ibe. Ngozi will train in 
OB/Gyn at The Ohio 
State University, her 
first choice.

Members of the Class of 
2008 who were inducted 
include:

At the end of each academic year, based on peer nomination and faculty selection for qualities of exceptional 
compassion and dedication, students are selected for membership in the Gold Humanism Honor Society. 

Richard Sarkin/Emeritus Faculty Chapter of 
the Gold Humanism Honor Society

Class of 2008 
Jenna Lyn Arndt 
Megan K. Barnhart
Adam R. Brod 
Anthony Cenninara*
 Michael John Cipolla 
Jennifer E. Costello 
Jillian Jean Delmont 
Amy Beth Devlin 

Lauren M. Dunford* 
Katherine Joy Dunham 
Matthew Michael Fernaays 
Mariam Imnadze 
Praveen Kadimcherla* 
Mohammed Faraz Khan 
Victoria A. Lilling 
Andrew W. Marino 
Benjamin P. McGreevy 
Francis James O’Connell 
Jennifer Helen Paul 
Rebecca Lynn Ryszkiewicz* 

Christopher Kevin Schott* 
Daniel A. Sleve* 
Hilary Anne Southerland*
Alan Vainrib 
Lori Marie Wittman 
Stefanie S. Wu 
Justin Mark Zbrzezny 

* elected as juniors 

Class of 2009
Kelly D.Berchou
Margherita Bruni
Sameer Madhav Deshmukh 
Alan John Hsu
Joel R. Moore 
Coralynn Sack

This year’s inductees 
are as follow:

Alpha Omega Alpha is a national organization dedicated to supporting academic excellence and perpetuating 
excellence in the medical profession. It is the only national medical honor society in the world, and students are 
selected on the basis of scholarship and integrity. 

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society 
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2008
G R A D U A T I O N

The 162th commencement for the School of Medicine 

and Biomedical Sciences was held on May 2, 2008, 

at the Center for the Arts on the North Campus.

This year, the school conferred 131 MD degrees; 

six MD/PhD dual degrees; one MD/MPH dual 

degree; four MD/MBA dual degrees; and one 

MD/oral and maxillofacial surgery degree.

1

2

4

5 6 7

3

1 Singing the National Anthem, from left: Rebecca Louise Simons, MD ’08; Jennifer Toh, 

MD ’08; Paul Taglienti, MD ’08; and Arjuna Kuperan, MD ’08 2 Shannon O’Malley, MD ’08, 

being hooded by David Milling, MD 3 Dedicating the Iris, Ajay Panchal, MD ’08, left, and 

Jenna O’Neill, MD ’08 4 Honored Speaker William A. Peck, MD, director of the Center for 

Health Policy, Alan A. and Edith L. Wolff Distinguished Professor of Medicine, and Dean 

Emeritus, Washington University School of Medicine 5 From left: Michelle Haslinger, MD 

’08, Hekmat Hakiman, MD ’08, and Fahad Hassan, MD ’08 6 David Brooks, MD ’08, MPH, 

MBA, center, receiving the University at Buffalo Presidential Student Citizenship Award 

from UB president John B. Simpson, at podium, and Michael E. Cain, MD, dean of the 

School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, right. For more on Brooks’ award and his 

“triple degree” (a first for the school) see the inside back cover. 7 Denise McCormack, 

MD ’08, being hooded by David Milling, MD. 
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1 William A. Catterall, PhD, professor and chair of 

pharmacology at the University of Washington, delivering 

the commencement address 2 Michael E. Cain, MD, 

dean, School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, 

congratulates Joshua Reid, BS ’08, biomedical sciences 

3 Laurie Sanders, PhD ’08, being hooded by her major 

professor Mark Sutton, PhD, biochemistry 4 Bryan 

Sandler, BS ’08, biomedical sciences, celebrates with his 

grandparents following the ceremony 5 Xiaoling Wang, 

PhD ’08, is presented with the RPCI Award for Overall 

Excellence in Cancer Research by Arthur Michalek, PhD, 

dean for educational affairs 6 Rajavi Parikh singing the 

National Anthem 7 Gail Willsky, PhD, presenting Comlan 

Missihoun, BS ’08, with the Outstanding Undergraduate 

in Biochemistry Award. 

1

2

4

5

67

3

The Undergraduate and Graduate Biomedical 

Sciences Commencement for the School of Medicine 

and Biomedical Sciences took place on May 8, 2008, 

at the Center for the Arts on the North Campus.

 This year, 30 PhD, 43 master’s and 197 baccalau-

reate candidates were eligible for degrees.

 Candidates completed work in the following School 

of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences’ departments 

or programs: biochemistry, biomedical sciences, 

biotechnical and clinical laboratory sciences, micro-

biology and immunology, neurosciences, medical 

technology, nuclear medicine technology, pathol-

ogy and anatomical sciences, pharmacology and 

toxicology, physiology and biophysics, and structural 

biology. Also included were the Roswell Park Cancer 

Institute (RPCI) Graduate Division programs in bio-

chemistry, pharmacology and toxicology, cellular and  

molecular biology, molecular and cellular biophysics 

and biochemistry, and natural sciences.
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physicians, and visiting pro-
fessors but also by fellows 
and residents, who are 
required to do this as part 
of their training.
 Although the sessions are 
online, students in the sur-
gery clerkship are required to 
attend, and faculty, residents 
and fellows are encouraged to 
attend a minimum of half of 
the sessions.
 “At least once a month, the 
presentation is done by the 
surgical oncology fellow from 
Roswell Park [Cancer Institute] or 
the chief resident in surgery, 
followed by a dynamic discussion, usually 
led by Dr. Dayton,” Hassett explains. 
 Perhaps the most significant—and 
appreciated—by-product of the changes 
made to Surgery Grand Rounds is the 
fact that they draw third- and fourth-year 
students back to campus for scholarly 

activities, which serves to invigorate 
the campus culture.
 “That’s probably the biggest success 
story for our program in recent decades,” 
Hassett observes. “In the past, once the 
students completed their second year, 
they might only come to campus for a 
small number of things. Now, with Grand 
Rounds being a required aspect of their 

surgical clerkships, they are on cam-
pus every week, and Dr. Dayton has 
worked to improve the ambience for 
the presentations—for example, 
by supporting a coffee and pastry 
service for those who come. Too, 
after each Grand Rounds, we have 
a variety of breakout sessions for 
the students and residents. So, we’ve 
established the concept of Thursday 
mornings as time for scholarly activity 
for the Department of Surgery and 
the school.
 “We began all this because we 
were looking for ways to give people 

access to information we were required to 
teach and to open up the campus, and in 
doing so, we’ve put in place something that 
the students really like.” 

““““

M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  N e w s

he change coincides with efforts by 
Merril Dayton, MD, the department’s 
chair, to “put the ‘grand’ back in 
grand rounds,” one of the goals he has 
worked toward since assuming leader-
ship of the department five years ago.

 As currently formatted, Surgery Grand 
Rounds are held on Thursday morning 
approximately 35 times a year in 144 Farber 
Hall on the South Campus. Presentations 
begin at 6:45 a.m. and are attended, on 
average, by 40 medical students, 35 
residents and 25 attendings, as well as 
numerous guests and visiting professors.
 Staff from the UB Office of Instruc-
tional Technology Support Services and 
from the Office of Medical Computing 
digitally capture the audio and visual com-
ponents of the Grand Rounds, which are 
then streamed online via the Department 
of Surgery’s website. (To view, go to http://
wings.buffalo.edu/smbs/sur and click on 
“Education and Training.”)
 The data obtained include slides or 
other graphics presented, as well as audio 
of questions from members of the audi-
ence, who speak directly into a microphone 
that is circulated around the room as 
discussion takes place and the camera rolls.
 “By putting the Grand Rounds on 
the web, we’ve extended the range of our 
teaching not only locally, but regionally 
and nationally as well,” says James 
Hassett, MD, director of the department’s 
residency program, who has spearheaded 
the online effort.

Furthermore, Hassett and others have 
been pleasantly surprised to discover that 
medical school graduates around the 
country who are considering applying to 
UB’s surgical residency program are going 
online and viewing the site to gain more 
information about the program.
 In addition to posting all the Grand 
Rounds presentations online, each is being 
archived. “Over time, we could wind up 
with a collection of 35 to 40 cases in a 
given year,” says Hassett, “and that’s the 
long-term value of this new approach. If, 
for example, I bring in a visiting profes-
sor from London, the students and faculty 
who were unable to attend can access the 
presentation whenever it’s convenient for 
them. That’s perhaps the key value of this 
going forward; it can be memorialized.”

Geography, Culture and 
Scholarship

The impetus to make this techno-
logical leap came primarily from the 
Accreditation Council for Graduate 
Medical Education (ACGME), which 
requires that medical schools make con-
tent material, such as that from Grand 
Rounds, available to students and resi-
dents, whether or not they can attend the 
presentations.
 “This has been a tremendous chal-
lenge for us geographically,” says Hassett, 
“because our faculty, students and resi-
dents work and train in six different 
hospitals in our community.”

 Over the last 15 years, the Department 
of Surgery has tried a number of differ-
ent approaches to meet this requirement, 
including holding parallel Grand Rounds 
in each hospital and, later, holding just 
one session, but rotating it each week 
among the various facilities.
 A few years ago, Hassett initiated an 
effort to have the Grand Rounds put on 
CD ROMs, which “didn’t add a lot of 
value,” he notes in hindsight.
 Approximately nine years ago, another 
significant change in the Surgery Grand 
Rounds took place and now serves to 
further enhances the online approach that 
has been instituted. 
 “The surgical clerkship was using 
Grand Rounds primarily as a method of 
education for all surgical clerks,” explains 
Hassett, “so we decided to shift our focus 
away from the community physician or 
the resident and instead focus on the 
students and residents, which meant we 
moved on campus.
 “To my knowledge,” he continues, “we 
are the only Grand Rounds program held 
on the medical school’s campus.”
 By relocating its Grand Rounds to 
the South Campus, the Department of 
Surgery also was making a deliberate 
effort to integrate basic science faculty 
into the sessions, according to Hassett.
 “As it turns out, on any given Thursday, 
we now have 90 to 100 people come,” he 
explains, “and these include individuals 
who are not necessarily clinically affili-
ated with the Department of Surgery, but 
who are interested scientists from, say, the 
departments of biophysics or anatomy.”
 Presentations at Grand Rounds are 
made not only by faculty, community 

In addition to posting all the Grand 
Rounds presentations online, each is 
being archived. Over time, we could 
wind up with a collection of 35 to 40 
cases in a given year, and that’s the 
long-term value of this new approach.

   —James Hassett, MD

Department’s Grand Rounds Are Reinvigorated and Online

Surgery Extends Its  Reach

DUE TO A NEW COLLABORATIVE EFFORT between the School of Medicine and 

Biomedical Sciences’ Office for Continuing Medical Education (CME) and 

Kaleida Health IT, the Department of Pediatrics’ Grand Rounds are also now 

available for viewing live or on demand, and it is possible to receive one hour of 

Category 1 AMA CME credit for each program viewed. 

 To take advantage of this free opportunity, log on to www.wchob.org/

grandrounds and click on the link on the left margin for CME information, then 

follow the prompts for new users.

 This opportunity is available to all Kaleida Health medical staff members 

and non-staff members alike. In order for non-staff members to receive CME 

credit for viewing Grand Rounds, however, they need to register with Kaleida 

Health IT as referring medical professionals for system security reasons. To do 

this, call (716) 859-7777 at any time. 

 As a public benefit and in an effort to improve access to current medical 

knowledge, any interested member of the general community also is welcomed 

to view Pediatric Grand Rounds by simply logging on to the website mentioned 

above and clicking on the appropriate link. CME credit cannot be offered for 

presentations viewed in this manner. 

 In the near future, Kaleida intends to make this service available to all other 

CME activities within Women and Children’s Hospital of Buffalo. 

In an effort to adapt to changing educational priorities and to 
overcome the challenge of reaching a geographically dispersed 
faculty and student body, the Department of Surgery has begun 
making its Grand Rounds presentations available online.

T

Pediatric Grand Rounds for CME Credits

The Department of Surgery and the Office of Medical 
Computing would like to thank John Pfeffer, John Wild 
and Scott Blajszczak in the UB Office of Instructional 
Technology Support Services for partnering with them 
to make this project possible.
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DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY GRAND ROUNDS ONLINE
http://wings.buffalo.edu/smbs/sur (click on “Education and Training”)

DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRICS GRAND ROUNDS ONLINE
www.wchob.org/grandrounds

New online option

Quick Links

By S. A. Unger




