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Rita Malvaso Hancock, MD 

’94, writes: “I’ve written 

a weight loss book, The 

Eden Diet, and have a 

website www. TheEden

Diet.com. I’m a physiatrist 

and a sub-

specialist in 

pain man-

agement in 

Oklahoma. 

I am mar-

ried to Ed and have two 

children, Lindsey (12) and 

and Cory (8).

2000s
Margaret Eberl, MD ’00, 

MPH ’05, joined Lifetime 

Health Medical Group 

in October 2008. Eberl 

completed residencies 

in family medicine and 

preventive medicine 

at UB and a master’s 

degree 

in public 

health. She 

is board 

certified 

in family 

medicine and general 

preventive medicine and 

is a member of the 

American Academy of 

Family Physicians.

Brian J. Malm, MD ’02, 

writes from Hamden, CT: 

“I recently finished a car-

diology fellowship, joined 

the faculty of the Yale 

School of Medicine and 

moved into a new house.” 

Email: brianmalmmd@

yahoo.com

MAXWELL ROSENBLATT, MD ’38, born in 1915, died on May 29, 2008. 

THEODORE W. KOSS, MD ’41, born on February 19, 1916, died on August 6, 2008. 

WYLLYS A. DUNHAM JR, MD ’43, born on September 25, 1915, died on October 24, 2008.

RAYMOND G. BONDI, MD ’44, born in 1920, died on November 23, 2008. 

GUY LESLIE HARTMAN, MD ’46, born on September 11, 1922, died on August 20, 2008.

GEORGE W. POWELL, MD ’46, born in 1922, died on April 13, 2008.

WILLIAM S. EDGECOMB SR., MD ’47, born on December 4, 1924, died on September 2, 2008. 

JAMES E. WHITFORD, MD ’47, born in 1924, died on October 16, 2008.

NORMAN MINDE SR, MD ’48, born on June 18, 1923, died on August 14, 2008.

THOMAS C. REGAN, MD ’48, born on April 28, 1923, died on April 18, 2008. 

LEONARD S. DANZIG, MD ’51, born in 1925, died on August 20, 2008. 

BERNARD SMOLENS, MD ’51, born on June 2, 1921, died on August 16, 2008. 

ROBERT MCDONOUGH WILSON, MD ’52, born on January 6, 1928, died on July 3, 2008.

GORDON BOND, MD ’60, born in 1923, died on June 21, 2008. 

ANTHONY C. TRIPPI, MD ’62, born on June 4, 1936, died on June 10, 2008.

PAUL CHERKASKY, MD ’64, born in 1939, died on July 16, 2007.

KENNETH V. KLEMENTOWSKI, MD ’66, born on September 1, 1940, died on October 17, 2008.

JOHN E. SHIELDS JR, MD ’68, born in 1942, died on August 13, 2007.

C l a s s n o t e s

FRONT ROW. from left: Frank H. Long, MD ’44, Joseph F. Monte, MD ’59, Kim Griswold, MD ’94, George R. Baeumler, MD ’59, and Nicholas C. Carosella, MD ’54

BACK ROW, from left: Edward A. Rayhill, MD ’54, Richard J. Buckley Jr., MD ’74, J. Frederick Painton Jr., MD ’64, Timothy F. Harrington, MD ’69, Victor A. Filadora 
II, MD ’99, Frank T. Schreck, MD ’79, Peter E. Shields, MD ’79, and William M. Healy, MD ‘84

NOT PICTURED: Andrew A. Gage, MD ’44, Paul T. Buerger, MD ’49, Max A. Schneider, MD ’49, James J. White Jr., MD ’69, Mary E. Schamann, MD ’89, Elaine 
Karis, MD ’04, and Michael J. Mineo, MD ’04
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A DINNER IN HER HONOR, hosted by the 
School of Medicine and Biomedical Sci-
ences and the Medical Alumni Association 
(MAA) was held September 19, 2008, at 
the Buffalo Club. In attendance were MAA 
officers and other alumni; Dean Michael E. 
Cain, MD; faculty; and friends and family 
of Nielsen.
 A native of West Virginia, Nielsen earned 
a doctorate in microbiology at Catholic 
University in Washington, DC, and a medical 
degree from the School of Medicine and 
Biomedical Sciences, where she currently 
is a clinical professor of medicine. She has 
served as a State University of New York 
trustee and as a member of the board of 
directors of Kaleida Health. 
 Nielsen was elected president of the 
American Medical Association (AMA) on 
June 17, 2008, previously serving four terms 
as speaker of the AMA House of Delegates 

(HOD) and three terms as vice speaker. 
She is a delegate from New York and served 
two terms on the AMA Council on Scientific 
Affairs to help formulate policy positions 
for AMA–HOD debates on the diagnosis and 
treatment of depression, alcoholism among 
women, Alzheimer’s disease, priorities 
in clinical preventive services, colorectal 
cancer screening, asthma control, nicotine 
content of cigarettes and safety in dispens-
ing prescriptions.
 Among other AMA positions, Nielsen has 
served as a member of the National Patient 
Safety Foundation board of directors, the 
Commission for the Prevention of Youth 
Violence, and the Task Force on Quality and 
Patient Safety. She currently serves as a 
delegate to the AMA Medical School Section 
and is a liaison to the Council on Medical 
Education. She is the AMA representative 
on several quality initiatives, including the 

National Quality Forum, the AMA–convened 
Physician Consortium for Performance 
Improvement, and the Ambulatory Care 
Quality Alliance. She serves on the Institute 
of Medicine’s Roundtable on Evidence-Based 
Medicine, and on the Consumer Empower-
ment Committee of America’s Health Infor-
mation Community.
 In 2002, Nielsen was appointed to the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Servic-
es Advisory Committee on Regulatory Reform. 
She was chief medical officer at Independent 
Health until 2007, having served eight years 
as associate medical director for quality. She 
was speaker of the Medical Society of the 
State of New York House of Delegates and 
a member of the board of directors of the 
Medical Liability Mutual Insurance Company—
one of the largest malpractice carriers in the 
country. She also has served as president of 
the Erie County Medical Society.

FROM LEFT: MAA president Charles R. 

Niles, MD ’83, Nancy H. Nielsen, MD 

’76, PhD, and Dean Michael E. Cain, MD

Nancy H. Nielsen, MD ’76, PhD, president of the American Medical 

Association and senior associate dean for medical education in the 

School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, is the recipient of the 

University at Buffalo’s 2008 Distinguished Medical Alumna Award. 

DISTINGUISHED MEDICAL ALUMNA
NANCY H. NIELSEN, MD ’76, PHD




