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where they are based and bring patients 
into our area from outside Buffalo.”
 Mindell says that the UB Department 
of Orthopaedics has a long and successful 
history of bringing such recruits to Buffalo, 
to the benefit of both the university and the 
community. As an example, he describes 
how Edward H. Simmons, MD, an inter-
nationally renowned spine surgeon was 
recruited in 1983 from Toronto, Canada, to 
fill a dual role as chief of orthopaedics at 
Buffalo General Hospital (BGH) and direc-
tor of UB’s orthopaedic spine service.
 “Dr. Simmons developed strong clini-
cal research and fellowship programs in 
spine surgery at the General that, in turn, 
helped attract other orthopaedic spine 
surgeons to Buffalo, including Dr. James 
White and Dr. William Capicotto, both 
of whom were graduates of his fellowship 
training program,” notes Mindell. “He also 
recruited his son [Edward D. Simmons, 
MD] to practice in Buffalo.”
 Following the retirement of Edward H. 
Simmons in 1993, Kenneth Krackow, MD 
(developer of computer-assisted total knee 

replacement), was recruited to UB and 
BGH from Johns Hopkins Hospital and 
School of Medicine, where he served as a 
full-time faculty member.
 “As chair of the search committee, I 
sought out Dr. Krackow because of his 
reputation as an excellent teacher and 
researcher who has an international 
reputation for his expertise in knee recon-
struction for arthritis,” recalls Mindell. “I 
had heard about him from Dr. Clement 
Sledge, a famous orthopaedic surgeon in 
the Harvard University program, who was 
based at Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
in Boston.”
 Since coming to Buffalo 16 years ago, 
“Dr. Krackow has done for total-knee-
joint surgery what Dr. Simmons did for 
spine surgery,” says Mindell.
 Over the years, many other such recruits 
have made similar contributions to Buffalo 
and the university, according to Mindell. 
These include the department’s current 
chair, Lawrence Bone, MD, who gradu-
ated from the UB School of Medicine and 
Biomedical Sciences in 1973, after which 
he completed a general surgical residency 
at Erie County Medical Center (ECMC), 
where he developed an interest in trauma.
 After practicing general surgery in his 
hometown of Warsaw, New York, for three 
years, Bone decided to expand his interest 
in trauma and left Western New York to 
complete an orthopaedic residency at the 
University of Texas and Parkland Hospital. 
After serving additional trauma fellow-
ships in Texas, Switzerland and Germany, 
he was recruited to return to Buffalo to 
direct the musculoskeletal trauma service 
at ECMC. He also received dual appoint-
ments in the departments of surgery and 
orthopaedics at UB.
 Mindell served on the search commit-
tee that brought Bone back to Buffalo, 
and worked closely with Bone’s mentor at 
ECMC, John Border, MD, to accomplish 
this. A highly respected trauma sug-
eon, Border had been recruited into the 
Department of Orthopaedics by Mindell 

in 1986 in an effort to foster collabora-
tion between the departments of surgery 
and orthopedics and to recognize Border’s 
commitment to orthopaedic trauma.
 “Dr. Border and Dr. Bone are widely 
recognized today for markedly improving 
the care and outcome of the polytrauma 
patient,” explains Mindell.
 As current chair of the UB Depart-
ment of Orthopaedics, Bone has con-
tinued the long tradition of supporting 
clinical scientists, as did his predecessor, 
Robert Gillespie, MD, whom Mindell 
credits with increasing the number of 
full-time faculty in the department, 
putting the practice plan on solid foot-
ing, founding the UB Sports Medicine 
Institute under the leadership of Robert 
Smolinski, MD ’83, and establishing the 
Orthopaedic Research Laboratory, which 
is now directed by biomedical engineer 
Mark T. Ehrensberger, PhD.
 Other examples of successful clinical 
scientists in the UB orthopaedic surgery 
program abound, says Mindell, such as 
the late Theodore Papademetriou, MD, 
whose focus was on arthritis surgery and 
medical education, and Clayton Peimer, 
MD, whose expertise was in hand surgery 
and reimplantation. 
 “The point is that without funds avail-
able to attract and retain such physicians, 
they will most likely go elsewhere to 
practice,” says Mindell, who further notes 
that all but a few universities across the 
country face the same dilemma as UB in 
this regard, and many are proactively for-
mulating strategies to confront the decline 
in the number of clinical scientists. 
 Foremost among these strategies 
are efforts to make funds available to 
support the clinical-research efforts of 
these individuals.
 “The clinical scientist is where the 
important new discoveries come from—
that’s the way it’s been in the past, and I’m 
convinced that’s the way it will be in the 
future,” says Mindell. “And I’m interested 
in the future.” BP

The advanced technologies pioneered by 
UB orthopaedic surgeons are a contin-
ued source of pride for the 87-year-old 
Mindell since many of these advances 
build upon a foundation of excellence he 
helped put in place decades ago. 
 Because he knows firsthand the long-
term planning and commitment needed 
to establish a department that has faculty 
and training programs of international 
renown, Mindell has dedicated much time 
and energy in recent years to promot-
ing awareness about aspects of academic 
medicine that need to be enhanced if this 
level of excellence is to be maintained. 
One such aspect that he focuses on with a 
sense of urgency is the need to recruit and 
retain clinical scientists. 
 “I think we need to do everything we 
can to convince people that we have to 
have more clinical scientists—investi-
gators who combine basic science with 
medicine,” says Mindell. “These indi-
viduals have knowledge and skills in the 
appropriate basic sciences to take a clinical 
problem into the laboratory, research 
possible solutions and then apply the new 
information to their patients. Their con-
tributions are crucial to the development 
of discoveries that lead to improvements 
in the way we take care of patients.”
 A clinical scientist himself, with exper-
tise in musculoskeletal oncology, pathol-
ogy and trauma, Mindell cautions that the 
decline in the number of clinical scientists 
is “a serious problem for research in all 
medical specialties.”

 In an effort to counter this trend, 
Mindell worked closely with the Office 
of Advancement in the School of 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences to 
help obtain gifts to fund the endowed 
Eugene R. Mindell, MD, Chair in 
Orthopaedic Surgery, which was com-
pleted in August 2008.
 The endowed chair was initiated in 1996 
with a lead gift from Byron A. Genner III, 
MD ’45, an orthopaedic surgeon who prac-
ticed for many years in Potomac, Maryland. 
Genner, who died in 1997, was a UB medi-

cal student when Mindell was a member 
of the volunteer faculty. He felt indebted 
to the university for the superb medical 
education he received and chose to make a 
financial gift to UB in Mindell’s name. 
 Funds for the newly endowed chair will 
greatly enhance the orthopaedic depart-
ment’s ability to maintain its clinical, 
research and teaching edge into the future 
because it will make it possible to attract a 
highly qualified clinical scientist to Buffalo.
 “We now have a better chance of get-
ting a person to come to Buffalo who 
wouldn’t ordinarily come here just to 
practice,” explains Mindell, “and this per-
son will have an opportunity to develop 
an academic program, teach students and 
residents and develop their own research. 
This, in turn, will increase clinical activi-
ties at the university-affiliated hospital 

Mindell further notes that all but a few 

universities across the country face 

the same dilemma as UB in this regard, 

and many are proactively formulating 

strategies to confront the decline in 

the number of clinical scientists.

Support for the Clinical Scientist By S. A. Unger

Perhaps no one knows more about the accomplishments of the UB 

Department of Orthopaedics, past and present, than Eugene R. Mindell, MD, 

who was appointed the department’s first full-time faculty member in 1964 

and subsequently served as chair of the department for 24 years. 
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At a dinner announcing the completion of the chair are, from left: LAWRENCE BONE, MD ’73, chair of the Department of 
Orthopaedic Srugery, EUGENE MINDELL, MD, and BRIAN MCGRATH, MD ’87, clinical associate professor of orthopaedics.
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Biochemistry
Daniella Asch, ’11, and Janel Smietana ’11, received the Edward L. 

Curvish Award, established by the Department of Biochemistry to 

recognize the students with the highest average in biochemistry.

Family Medicine
Benjamin Greene, ’09, is the recipient of the North American Primary 

Care Research Group’s Student Research Award, recognizing medical 

students who have participated in primary care research.

Microbiology/Immunology
Jennifer Gall, ’10, and Amy Lynn Zielinski, ’10, received the Ernest 

Witebsky Award, which is given to the students achieving the high-

est grade in microbiology and immunology. Dr. Witebsky was the 

founding chair of the Department of Microbiology.

Kelvin Gold, ’10, received the Marek B. Zaleski Award, presented by 

the Department of Microbiology to the student who best com-

bines Dr. Zaleski’s high standards of academic achievement with 

outstanding service to the community. The third-year class chooses 

the recipient.

Pathology and Anatomical Sciences
Craig Keller, ’11, received the James A. Gibson, Wayne J. Atwell 

and Oliver P. Jones Award, which is given by the Department of 

Pathology and Anatomical Sciences to the student with the highest 

combined average in the anatomical sciences. The award is named in 

honor of past chairs of the department.

Amy Lynn Zielinski, ’10, received the Kornel Terplan Award, given by the 

Department of Pathology and Anatomical Sciences to the student 

with the highest average in pathology. The award honors Dr. Terplan, 

past chair of the department.

Melissa Rayhill, ’10, received the John B. Sheffer Award, which is given to 

the student who, according to faculty, has achieved academically and 

demonstrated particular aptitude in the pathology laboratory setting. 

The award was initiated by the Board of Deaconess Hospital to honor 

Dr. Sheffer for his many years of service to that institution. It is now 

sponsored by the Department of Pathology and Anatomical Sciences.

Physiology and Biophysics
Amy Lynn Zielinski, ’10, received the Donald W. Rennie Physiology 

Award, which is given to the students with the highest average in 

physiology. Dr. Rennie was a former vice president for research at UB 

and chair of the Department of Physiology and Biophysics.

McGraw-Hill Book Awards
Craig Keller, ’11, and Janel Smietana, ’11, received the McGraw-Hill Book 

Awards, which is given to the two highest-ranking students in the 

first-year curriculum.

H O N O R S  C O N V O C A T I O N 
R E C O G N I Z I N G  M E D I C A L  S T U D E N T S ’  A C H I E V E M E N T S

he Annual Honors Convocation recognizing academic excellence among students in the School 

of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences was held in Butler Auditorium September 13, 2008.

 The following is a list of award recipients and a description of the awards received.

Year 1
Gary Altwerger
Joseph T. Andrews
Daniella Asch
Jessica Badlam
Jamie L. Benway
Stephanie G. Berger
Thomas Andrew Bevilacqua
Philip J. Brondon
Joyce M. Chang
Samantha M. Chase
Christina W. Cheng
David A. Chrostowski
Alice L. Crane
Rachel M. Flink
Katherine L. Fredlund
Alexis Anne Grates
Eric M. Jablonka
Craig Edward Keller
Soo Chon Kim
Anjum Faruk Koreishi
Adam S. Kornicki
Brian A. Macdonald
Allie Marie Massaro
Gina Matteson
Jaclyn Erin Morrison
Megan Elizabeth Murray
David H. Nguyen
Llana Pootrakul
Andrew Lindell Reynolds
Mirabelle B. Sajisevi
Andrey S. Sinelnikov
Janel Ann Smietana
Nicholas McKenzie Venci

Year 2
Joshua Arbesman
Brian Patrick Batt
Robert D. Bennett
Gregory S. Canfield
Erin Elizabeth Conway
Mary Kathleen Corbett
Daniel C. Desimone
Sarina R. Doyle
John J. Faria
Jason Paul Feliberti
Janene Fuerch
Simon D. Fung-Kee-Fung
Jennifer S. Gall
Angela R. Girvin
Elizabeth Anne Gruber
Colin M. Haines
Allen W. Ho

Darren Michael Huffman
Sara A. Hylwa
Alexander Koyfman
Jennifer H. Lee
Terrence P. Lester
Jia Liu
Justin A. Mazzillo
Seo Y. Moon
Scott Robert Nodzo
Moromoke Olwabukola Odina
Jeet Patel
Jonah H. Patel
Melissa Lynn Rayhill
Robert F. Rogers
Aman Sharma
Jenny Y. Shen
Lisa Marie Stabel
Jonathan J. Stone
Omar Tanweer
Sarah A. Tinsley
Ashley L. Wentworth
Amy Lynn Zielinski

Year 3
Pamela D. Bannon
Surbhi Bansal
Colleen Elizabeth Bell
Kelly D. Berchou
Margherita Bruni
Andrew J. Bukowinski
Sameer Madhav Deshmukh
David Edward Feiner
Alexis J. Feuer
Swathi Gopalakrishnan
Danielle Elizabeth Harmon
Meir David Hershcovitch
Alan J. Hsu
Betty J. Huo
Christine Kassis
Arielle M. Kurzweil
Joel R. Moore
Milana D. Mor
Jennifer L. Pugh
Amanda Helene Robinson
Jason M. Rotoli
Coralynn S. Sack
Sarah Veronica Scarselletta
Christian Spano
Lisa Ann Steketee-Weaver
Kathleen Louise Wania
Alexander Evan Weber
Jan R. Wong

T
Pictured from left:
Janel Smietana ’11, 
Jennifer Gall, ’10, Kelvin 
Gold, ’10, Craig Keller, ’11,  
Melissa Rayhill, ’10.

D E PA R T M E N TA L  AWA R D S
The departments of the school have established awards to recognize 

meritorious performance, as well as outstanding achievement in other 

curriculum-related activities.

M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  N e w s

Dean’s Letters of Commendation 
Years 1, 2 and 3 

Dean’s Letters of Commendation recognize exceptional coursework. In years one and two, they 

are awarded to students who earn honors grades in 75 percent of required courses or achieve 

75 percent of available honors points each year. In year three, students who earn at least four 

honors and two high-satisfactory grades are honored.

Students earning letters of commendation for their work in academic year 2007–2008 are:

Alpha Omega Alpha Class of 2009

Surbhi Bansal
Colleen E. Bell
Kelly Berchou*
Margherita Bruni*
Sameer Madhav Deshmukh*
Swathi Gopalakrishnan
Danielle E. Harmon
Alan J. Hsu*
Michael A. Huba
Betty J. Huo
Christine Kassis
Arielle M. Kurzweil
Joel R. Moore*
Milana D. Mor
Niv Mor
Jennifer Pugh
Jason M. Rotoli
Coralynn S. Sack*
Christian Spano
Lisa Ann Steketee-Weaver*
Kathleen L. Wania
Alexander E. Weber
Marc A. Weiskopf
Jan R. Wong

*Denotes students inducted as juniors

Class of 2009 Gold Humannism 
Honor Society Inductees 

Torsten Behrens
Elizabeth Buyers
Mollie Charon
Jason C. Choi
Deirdre Colgan
Clairice Cooper
Lauren Dworkis
Benjamin Greene
Zilla Hussain
Ameer Ibrahim
Swapnil Kachare
Arielle Kurzweil
Bethany Lema
Kimberly Mackin
Niv Mor
Colleen Nugent
Kimberly Pirrone
Amanda Helene Robinson
Elizabeth Terragnoli
William Terry
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