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Another reason annual

giving is important is that
it serves as a standard

I

A Conversation

n January 2004, Kathleen Wiater was named associate dean and senior
director for advancement and constituent relations in the School of Medicine
and Biomedical Sciences.
In this capacity, she is responsible for leading the Office of Advancement
in efforts aimed at integrating outreach to alumni, friends and donors to the
school. These efforts include development, alumni and other constituent relations,
special events, marketing, communications and publications.
Wiater is a native of North Tonawanda, New York, and a graduate of the State
University of New York at Fredonia. Prior to coming to UB, she served as director
of development for the School of Nursing at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.
Previous to that she served as director of corporate/foundation relations at the
University of Rochester Medical Center and as assistant to the president of
Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New York.
Recently, Wiater spoke with Buffalo Physician as part of an ongoing series of
conversations with leaders of the UB School of Medicine and Biomedical
Sciences. The goal of these conversations is to provide readers with a context
for understanding the many new initiatives taking place on campus.
Those of you who have read past conversations with deans and senior associate deans are aware that our school faces a myriad of challenges, many of which
are related to the rising cost of medical education, coupled with a significant
decrease in the
amount of support
the school receives
from the state. As a
result, private philanthropy has become
increasingly important. Gifts from
alumni and friends are essential if the school is to attract the “best and brightest”
students with competitive scholarship packages, to continue to provide outstanding medical training to current students, and to direct seed funds toward innovative research projects taking place in its laboratories.
As the role of Advancement in the School of Medicine and Biomedical
Sciences is expanding, so too are the programs and opportunities for alumni to
support the school.
In the first of a two-part interview, Wiater discusses annual giving and the
critical role it plays in advancing the school’s goals; in Part II, which will be
published in a future issue of Buffalo Physician, she will discuss endowments
and major gifts.

with Associate Dean
Kathleen Wiater
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Q: What is Annual Giving?

measure of satisfaction

A: “Annual giving” is what we call those philanthropic gifts to

with a school or univer-

the School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences that donors
make on a yearly basis, often at the same time each year. They
are typically given in response to the letters or phone calls
(and sometimes visits) we make to our alumni and friends of
the school and come from our donors’ discretionary income, as
opposed to savings or accumulated assets.

sity. For this reason, savvy

Q: Why is annual giving important?

A: Annual giving is the foundation of every fundraising venture,
the gift base on which all other gifts take root. Annual gifts are
essential to the health of a school because they allow the school
to seize opportunities as they emerge during the academic year;
for example, opportunities that did not exist during the budget
process. Annual donors are true stakeholders in the school. In
essence they “vote” every year for the medical and scientific
education and training of students to continue and to flourish.
Annual gifts are essential to the school year after year, and they
are important as well because from them spring the major gifts
that support scholarships, professorships, and special initiatives
critical to the growth of the school.
Another reason annual giving is important is that it serves as
a standard measure of satisfaction with a school or university.
For this reason, savvy students look at annual giving participation when making choices about which universities to attend. If
alumni are happy with their experience at their alma mater, they
will give to the annual fund. Corporations and foundations also
weigh the giving-participation rate of alumni before awarding
grants to an institution. Often we are asked by these grantmaking institutions what percentage of our alumni base gives to
the annual fund. Finally, annual-giving participation is a
criterion used in the rankings of colleges and universities.
Q: Specifically, what does my annual gift support?

A: Some portion of gifts received by the school is designated by
the donor for a particular department or endowed fund. These
are called “restricted funds.” One very popular restricted fund is
the Medical Alumni Endowed Scholarship Fund, and there are
donors who prefer to support this fund each year to help bolster
student financial aid packages. Most donors, however, choose to
make an “unrestricted” gift to the Dean’s Excellence Fund, and
these funds have been used in the past to support students—

students look at annual

giving participation when
making choices about
which universities
to attend.

their poster presentations on research day at the school, their
travel to present at conferences, special orientation and commencement activities—and to recruit faculty and purchase
equipment. Sometimes there are special annual projects that we
put forward to donors. Over the course of the past two years, for
example, we have asked donors to consider supporting the
upgrade of the Clinical Competency Center with their annual
gifts, and gifts were directed to this fund when donors requested
the designation. As a result of donor giving, we concluded a
successful campaign and held a ribbon-cutting event at the
newly renovated center.

Q: What are the characteristics of annual donors?

A: It is deeply satisfying and inspiring to talk with consistent

annual donors. They typically tell us that they believe in “giving
back” to the school that made it possible for them to experience
the kind of career and lifestyle they and their families enjoy.
Many annual donors received scholarships when they attended
medical school. Others tell us stories about memorable faculty
and the strong connections they made to their classmates. These
donors’ experiences as students and their stay in Buffalo are
couched in warm memories and expressed through consistent
annual gifts. Very often annual donors tell us that they will continue to give annually but to “keep in touch” with them because
at some point they would like “to do more.”
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Q: What is the typical dollar amount of an annual gift?

Q: If I have never given before, what should I consider giving?

A: Annual gifts come in all ranges, from $50 a year, for example,

A: A gift in any amount is wonderful—it is a donor’s vote of

to $10,000 or more, depending on the donor. These gifts come
from alumni, parents, faculty, staff and friends. What matters
most to the school is the giving consistency of a donor and the
participation rate of the constituency. In the 2004-2005
academic year, annual donors gave nearly $400,000 to the
medical school, and many of those gifts were from donors
who had made gifts to the school in previous years.

confidence in the work of the medical school and a vote of
support for current students. If a donor can afford a $1,000
gift to the school, however, it gives us the ability to recognize
them for their gift through the James Platt White Society and to
pull them into the life of the school through special programs
and communications.

A: The James Platt White Society is our name for the school’s

donors who make annual gifts of $1,000 or more to the school.
It is a recognition society, which means that it is a way for us to
identify and honor these good donors at a dinner each year.
Donors may direct their gifts in any way they choose. They may
give to the Dean’s Excellence Fund, the unrestricted fund for the
medical school, or they may give to an endowment that is close
to their heart; for example, a scholarship fund such as the
Medical Alumni Endowed Scholarship Fund. Regardless of a
gift’s designation, if the donor’s gifts to the medical school total
$1,000 or more during the academic year, they become a member of the James Platt White Society.

Q: Why do donors give, and what do they receive in return?

A: Many people who are not philanthropically minded are

A: The Advancement Office of the School of Medicine and
Biomedical Sciences coordinates annual gift solicitation with the
university. All alumni of the university are asked to make an
annual gift either through UB’s call center, which is staffed by
UB students, or via direct mail. We are currently building the
annual giving program for the medical school, however, and in
addition to these calls we are trying to reach our donors through
face-to-face conversations, with particular attention to our
donors who give at the James Platt White Society level. We hear
occasionally that our donors would like to be called by medical

often curious about what donors receive from their giving.
Our donors, however, are quite articulate about what they
receive from their philanthropy. I’d venture to say that all of
them feel close to the school and want to retain a closeness to
the academic community that nurtured their intellectual
growth and served as a springboard to fulfilling lives and
careers. Donors are as much a part of the lifeblood of the
school as the students and faculty. Through their giving they
stay connected with their classmates, the faculty who taught

Q: What is the timeframe to make a gift to be considered a member
of the James Platt White Society?
A: Cumulative gifts of $1,000 or more to the school received

between July 1 and June 30 of any academic year entitles the
donor to membership in the James Platt White Society. This
timeframe is new and differs from the calendar year we have
used in the past. We decided that it made more sense to model
the university’s academic and fiscal year (July 1–June 30). By
doing so, we can provide the opportunity for alumni celebrating
reunions to become members of the James Platt White Society
during the year in which they celebrate a reunion. With this
change, donors will now be invited to attend the annual recognition dinner in the summer. The 2005 dinner will take place in
August of 2006.

Q: Why do I receive a telephone call from a UB student
asking for my gift?

‘‘

Q: What is the James Platt White Society?

them, and the students who follow in their footsteps. They
want to continue to enjoy the intellectual and social connections and traditions offered by the medical school and the
greater university community. Not surprisingly, many donors
describe themselves as “life-long learners”. Our donors are part
of a proud legacy and a longstanding scholarly community,
and we value deeply their interest and investment in the school
and its students.

students, and though this presents a challenge given the schedules of our students, this past spring we were able to attract a
few medical students to calling some of our alumni who were
celebrating reunions.

Q: What else are you doing to increase annual giving to the
medical school?

A: It’s important to remember that philanthropy is relatively

new at UB. Despite the medical school’s 160-year history, many
alumni and friends have not been enlisted to help the school
financially. We are working on building relationships with our
alumni that will help the school to realize annual gifts to support
students and faculty.
We are also working to build our reunion-giving program,
an important part of annual giving. This past year, we met with
reunion chairs and with them developed individual strategies to
increase class giving. As a result of the support from class
chairs, reunion giving in 2005 increased 49 percent from 2004.
We would like to see alumni celebrating reunions make greater
commitments during their reunion year and pledge their gifts
over a five-year time span. For example, an alumnus may

Donors are as much a

For young and old.

part of the lifeblood of

For patients and families.

the school as the students

Hospice care touches everyone,
including children with a sick mom
or dad, grandparent or sibling. With
chaplains and social workers helping
out, the whole family feels better. The
sooner you call, the more we can help.

and faculty. Through
their giving they stay
connected with their

Hospice. A plan for living.

classmates, the faculty

686-8077 hospicebuffalo.com

who taught them, and the
students who follow in
their footsteps.
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Medical Alumni Endowed Scholarship Fund
Help us reach the $1 million mark

commit a $1,000 gift during his reunion year. We would like for
that same alumnus to consider pledging $1,000 each year for
the next five years. This $5,000 gift total would be a wonderful
gift of support, taking the alumnus up to his or her next
reunion celebration. If all alumni in reunion years took this
approach to their giving, support for the medical school would
increase significantly.

Q: How do I make an annual gift?
A: When a student calls, please consider making a gift. Or you
may give when you receive a letter in the mail asking you for an
annual gift. You may opt to complete the giving envelope includ-

ed in this issue of Buffalo Physician or you may call the Office of
Advancement at (716) 829-2773 or 1-877-826-3246. Lastly, you
may visit UB online at www. buffalo.edu/giving and click on
“Give Online” icon. Alternately, visit us! The Office of Advancement is located on the ground floor of the Biomedical Education
Building, across from the Office of Medical Education.

Q: What else should we know about annual giving?
A: You should know that every gift makes a difference. You
should also know how important your gift is to the school and to
the generations of physicians and researchers who will follow in
your footsteps. If you don’t support them, who will? BP

N

o one better understands a medical
school’s costs and benefits than
its alumni. Looking back, many
physicians clearly recall their
own balancing act between studying and paying bills—and that was before
tuition increased to $18,000 per year and
students graduated with average debts of
$100,000.
In 1993, in order to help ease the financial burden faced by our medical students,
members of the UB Medical Alumni
Association established The Medical Alumni
Association Endowed Scholarship Fund.
After nearly 13 years, the fund has grown

to $780,000 and the school is looking
to alumni and friends to help it reach the
$1 million mark.
In 2005, the fund provided $26,000 in
scholarship support to UB medical students.
“This support is critical,” says Charles
M. Severin, MD ’97, PhD, interim associate
dean for medical education and admissions. “With publicly funded loans and
grants declining, scholarships provided
through the generosity of alumni and other
private donors are increasingly important.
Financial aid plays a big part in a student’s
decision about where to attend medical
school, and UB must compete with other

renowned medical institutions that have
well-established scholarship endowments.
“In reaching the $1 million mark,” he
adds, “we will bolster our financial-aid
packages and have resources to recruit the
best student candidates available.”
Help us reach our $1 million goal.
Please consider a gift to the Medical
Alumni Endowed Scholarship Fund. Return
the gift envelope included in this issue or
visit www.giving.buffalo.edu and make your
gift online. For more information on how
you can support scholarship opportunities
at the medical school, call the Office of
Advancement at (716) 829-2773. BP

You Give?

Why Do

We asked two alumni who are annual donors why they give to the School
of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, and here’s what they told us:

“

I am a big believer in giving back to the institutions that gave me the
superb education I received. I think it’s the right thing to do, and it is my
pleasure to do so. I needed financial help when I was in school and I
want students to know that there are grateful graduates who are there

“

My education at UB paved the way for the rest of my life, which has
been fun and successful. I’m forever grateful for that—and all of us who
pass through UB’s doors should be. An annual gift to the school is the
smallest of small gestures by which to acknowledge my gratitude.

to help them. I hope my giving helps someone else so that they don’t
have to worry so much about finances while they are in school.

Merrill Miller, MD ’71
James Platt White Donor since 1986
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Kenneth Z. Altshuler, MD ’52
James Platt White Donor since 1990
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James Platt
White
Society
January 1–June 30, 2005

Founded in 1846, the University at Buffalo School of Medicine and Biomedical
Sciences has a proud history. James Platt White, MD (1811–1881), one of the
nation’s first practicing obstetricians and gynecologists, was one of the founders of
the school. Later, he became a professor and served as dean of the school until he
died in 1881.
James Platt White contributed significantly to society and to the university
through his clinical and academic leadership. It is fitting that we associate his
name with the distinguished donors who make leadership gifts to the School of
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences through the James Platt White Society.
Members of the James Platt White Society give gifts of $1,000 or more annually
to the School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences. This special group of donors
may choose to support a variety of options: student scholarships; seed funding for
ground-breaking scientific and clinical research; the Dean’s Excellence Fund, which
provides the dean flexibility to take advantage of unanticipated opportunities that
arise mid-year; or established school funds that have special meaning for donors,
such as memorial funds.
Donors who choose to become a James Platt White Society member honor the
fine history of their alma mater and the tradition of leadership set by physicians and
medical researchers. They themselves become leaders through their giving and their
stalwart support of the generations of Buffalo-educated physicians who will follow
them. We are pleased and proud to
recognize this very special group of donors.

Dr. Thomas P. O’Connor ’67

Dr. Stanley L. Bukowski ’81

Dr. John V. Fopeano Jr.

East Amherst, NY

Buffalo, NY

Clarence, NY

Dr. Margaret Werick Paroski
’80

Dr. John Thomas Cardone ’80

Dr. Myron Gordon ’48

West Hartford, CT

Albany, NY

Dr. Roman B. Cham

Dr. A. Arthur Grabau ’45

El Cajon, CA

Jupiter, FL

Dr. Yung C. Chan ’73

Dr. Glen E. Gresham and Mrs.
Phyllis K. Gresham

Buffalo, NY
Miss Olga E. Paroski

North Tonawanda, NY
Dr. Paul Schwach ’76 and Mrs.
Barbara Frank Schwach

Olean, NY

Dr. Norman Chassin ’45 and
Mrs. Charlotte S. Chassin

Dr. Albert Somit

Williamsville, NY

Carlsbad, CA

$10,000–$24,999

Dr. Jennifer L. Cadiz ’87

Dr. Elizabeth P. Olmsted Ross
’39

Dr. Roger S. Dayer ’60 and Dr.
Roberta A. Dayer

Dr. Joseph A. Chazan ’60

Buffalo, NY

Buffalo, NY

Smallwood, NY

Dr. V. James Hernandez

$50,000+

$5,000–$9,999

Dr. Thomas A. Rodenberg ’51

Dr. Willard H. Boardman ’44
and Mrs. Jean E. Boardman ’48

Deceased

Buffalo, NY

Winter Park, FL
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Dr. Shedrick H. Moore ’55

Costa Mesa, CA

Dr. Charles S. Tirone ’63 and
Mrs. Anne R. Tirone ’94

Dr. Andrew Cappuccino ’88 and
Dr. Helen M. Cappuccino ’88

Williamsville, NY

Lockport, NY

Ms. Teresa T. Vai

Dr. Bertram G. Kwasman

Deceased

Scottsdale, AZ

$2,500–$4,999

Dr. Robert L. Malatesta ’60

Dr. Ronald Elmer Batt ’58

Lancaster, NY

Whitehouse
Dr. Mehrdad M. Mazaheri

Richardson, TX

Dr. Robert T. Guelcher ’60 and
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Guelcher

Dr. Adolphe J. Schoepflin ’45

Ada, OK
Dr. Robert C. Schopp ’45

Dr. Milford C. Maloney ’53 and
Mrs. Dione E. Maloney

Williamsburg, VA
Dr. John M. Marzo ’86

Williamsville, NY
Dr. Peter E. Shields ’79

Buffalo, NY

Buffalo, NY

Dr. Howard C. Smith ’53 and
Mrs. Janet Louise Smith

Dr. William N. McIntosh ’45

Huron, OH

Eggertsville, NY

Dr. Robert A. Smith ’55

Dr. Daniel E. McMartin ’65

Erie, PA

Louisville, KY

Dr. Anita J. Herbert ’63

Dr. Ram Mudiyam

Dr. James J. White Jr. ’69

Buffalo, NY

Amherst, NY

Bradford, PA

Huntington

$1,000–$2,499

Dr. D. Jackson Coleman ’60

Mr. Alex Herlovitch

Dr. Charles R. Niles ’83

Haworth, NJ

Niagara Falls, ON

Buffalo, NY

Dr. William H. Adler III ’65

Dr. Marc F. Colman ’75

Dr. John C. Ninfo ’43

Severna Park, MD

Redondo Beach,

Dr. Richard T. Ho ’92 and Dr.
Veronique M. James ’88

Dr. Christine H. Albini ’80

Williamsville, NY

Dr. Mark R. Comaratta ’85 and
Mrs. Kathleen Comaratta

Dr. William S. Andaloro ’45

East Amherst, NY

Snyder, NY

Caledonia, NY

Dr. Donald P. Copley ’70

Dr. Cynthia L. Jenson ’92

Dr. Joseph G. Antkowiak ’60

Amherst, NY

Waterville, ME

Cheektowaga, NY

Dr. Paul B. Cotter Jr. ’76

Dr. Gregory A. Antoine ’76

Temecula, CA
Dr. Peter J. Sofia ’82

Highland, CA
Mrs. Gloria C. Stulberg

Buffalo, NY
Dr. Gerald Sufrin

Rochester, NY

Snyder, NY

Dr. Timothy T. Nostrant ’73

Mr. Thomas N. Suskin and Mrs.
Stephanie Ross Suskin

Saline, MI

Chappaqua, NY

Dr. Shinpei Ohki

Dr. Joseph Tannenhaus ’45

Snyder, NY

Homosassa, FL
Dr. Mary L. Taub

Dr. Wendy A. Kaiser ’85

Dr. Paul D. Paterson ’92 and
Dr. Joyce M. Paterson ’90

Cohasset, MA

Clarence, NY

Williamsville, NY

Boston, MA

Dr. Seth C. Craig III ’70

Dr. Sidney Kaplan ’55

Dr. John H. Peterson ’55

Dr. James C. Tibbetts ’64 and
Mrs. Elspeth Tibbetts

Dr. Allen Barnett ’65

Stafford, VA

Greenwich, CT

East Aurora, NY

Sturgeon Bay, WI

Pine Brooks, NJ

Dr. Daniel E. Curtin ’47 and
Mrs. Elaine B. Curtin

Dr. Francis J. Klocke ’60

Dr. Robert S. Pittell ’55

Dr. Thomas R. Van Gorder ’82

Chicago, IL

Hollywood, FL

Vestal, NY

Dr. Michael Lahood ’85

Dr. Stephen B. Pollack ’82

Dr. Barbara Von Schmidt ’55

Derby, NY

Williamsville, NY

Oakland, CA

Dr. Andre D. Lascari ’60

Dr. Stefan G. Pribil ’80

Dr. Coolidge S. Wakai ’53

Poestenkill, NY

Metaipie, LA

Honolulu, HI

Dr. Thomas J. Lawley ’72

Dr. Albert C. Rekate ’40 and
Mrs. Linda Ann Rekate

Dr. Richard D. Wasson ’58 and
Mrs. Janet Wasson

Williamsville, NY

Holiday, FL

Dr. Richard Ronald
Romanowski ’58

Dr. Wendy L. Weinstein ’95

Blountville, TN

Orchard Park, NY

Dr. Paul D. Barry ’71

Dr. Raymond P. Dannenhoffer

Lewisville, NC

Amherst, NY

Dr. Charles William Bishop and
Dr. Beverly Petterson

Dr. Allan D. Depew

Snyder, NY

Dr. Gerard J. Diesfeld ’60

Dr. Theodore S. Bistany ’60

Arcade, NY

Buffalo, NY

Dr. Darren Dong ’02 and Dr.
Mary K. Leung ’04

Dr. John Bodkin II ’76 and Mrs.
Maria Bodkin

$100,000+

Sanibel Island, FL

East Aurora, NY

Dr. Gary N. Cohen ’58 and Mrs.
Deborah B. Cohen

Dr. Michael B. Baron ’71

The following donors made gifts to the School of Medicine and
Biomedical Sciences between January 1, 2005 and June 30, 2005.

Draper, VA

Dr. Thomas A. Lombardo Jr. ’73
and Mrs. Donna M. Lombardo

Orchard Park, NY

Great Neck, NY

East Amherst, NY

Dr. John M. Donohue ’43

Dr. Dennis L. Bordan ’70

West Palm Beach, FL

Jersey City, NJ

Dr. George M. Ellis Jr. ’45 and
Mrs. Kelly Ellis

Dr. Barbara Brar ’85

Riverside, CA

Connersville, IN

Dr. Martin L. Brecher ’72 and
Mrs. Geri Brecher

Lakewood, NY

Amherst, NY
Dr. Gerard X. Brogan Jr. ’85

Lloyd Harbor, NY

Dr. C. Daniel Fagerstrom ’55
Dr. Vivian K. Fasula ’80

East Amherst, NY
Dr. Jack C. Fisher ’62

La Jolla, CA

San Diego, CA
Dr. Gary H. Jeffery ’65

Atlanta, GA
Dr. Laurence M. Lesser ’70

Lawrenceville, GA
Dr. Ying-Kit Leung

Kowloon, Hong Kong
Dr. John LeValley ’55 and Dr.
Janet Allison

Miami, FL
Dr. Marshall A. Lichtman ’60
and Mrs. Alice Jo M. Lichtman

Williamsville, NY
Dr. Roseann M. Russo ’85

Manhasset, NY

Amherst, NY

Buffalo, NY
Dr. Donald A. Wormer ’55

Portville, NY

Dr. Frank W. Sanchez ’80

Dr. Eugene J. Zygaj ’50 and
Mrs. Gertrude S. Zygaj

Jacksonville, FL

Lancaster, NY

Mrs. Arthur J. Schaefer

$500–$999

Rochester, NY

Snyder, NY

Dr. Harley D. Lindquist ’53

Dr. Albert Schlisserman ’77 and
Dr. Helen Marie Findlay

Dr. Mei-Ling Chien ’94

Eggertsville, NY

Dr. Martin C. Mahoney ’95

Apopka, FL
Dr. Alice C. LoGrasso ’37

Saratoga, CA
Clarence, NY

Alameda, CA
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