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In Memoriam
Roy Slaunwhite, PhD

Steven H. Noyes, MD

W.

(Wilson) Roy Slaunwhite, PhD, retired professor
of biochemistry who was active in United University
Professions (UUP), died February 8, 2006, in his home
in Scottsdale, Arizona. He was 86.
A native of Waltham, Massachusetts, Slaunwhite
earned degrees in biophysics and chemistry from
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He helped design the
radar system that ended the U-Boat threat in the Atlantic Ocean
during World War II.
Slaunwhite moved to Buffalo in 1953 to work at Roswell Park
Cancer Institute (RPCI). He was a principal cancer research
scientist at RPCI in 1967 when he became research director of
the Medical Foundation of Buffalo, now known as HauptmanWoodward Medical Research Institute.
Slaunwhite joined the UB faculty in 1969 as professor of
biochemistry and also served as director of the endocrine laboratories at what is now Women and Children’s Hospital of Buffalo.
He retired from the university in 1987.
A specialist in steroids, Slaunwhite authored more than 100
scholarly articles, contributed chapters in 15 books and wrote a
textbook on biochemical endocrinology. One of his significant
contributions was the delineation of the androgenic pathway to
determine how male hormones are made. He also discovered
how to separate and analyze urinary estrogens, a measurement
useful to obstetricians in determining when immediate delivery is
needed to avoid loss of pregnancy.
Slaunwhite served as president of UUP’s Health
Sciences Chapter from 1981–1986, and was an active
member of the board from 1979–1997, when he
moved from Buffalo to Arizona. His union leadership earned him the Regina Kociecki Award from
the local chapter and the Nina Mitchell Award from
statewide UUP.
—Sue Wuetcher
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teven H. Noyes, MD, an attending physician in the
Department of Medicine at Erie County Medical
Center (ECMC), died on February 11, 2006, following
a brief illness. He was 58.
An accomplished clinician–educator who taught
both medical students and residents, Noyes served as
the coordinator of the third- and fourth-year medicine clerkships at ECMC. He was recognized for his dedication to medicalstudent education in internal medicine and was the recipient of
the Siegel Teaching Award in 1985 and 2002. His students
have evaluated their sessions with him as “some of their best
learning experiences.”
Noyes earned a bachelor of arts degree in zoology at Syracuse
University in 1969 and completed his medical school training at
Upstate Medical Center in 1973. Three years later, he completed
his residency in internal medicine and a medical oncology fellowship at the E. J. Meyer Memorial Hospital. He then joined the
UB Department of Medicine at ECMC as a medical oncologist.
At UB, he served on several university committees including the
Admissions Committee, the Curriculum Committee, and the
Faculty Council.
To family, friends, colleagues, and neighbors, Noyes was notoriously generous and remarkably kindhearted. He dedicated his
life to helping people.
He is survived by his mother, Helen Phares Noyes, who is 91,
and five siblings. BP

Correction
In the spring issue of Buffalo Physician, an obituary of Dennis
Higgins, PhD, professor of pharmacology and toxicology, incorrectly
listed his survivors. Dr. Higgins is survived by his wife, Cheryl; his
daughter, Kerry, and her husband, Jake; his son, Derek; his granddaughter, Kayle; and his sister, Maureen Gonsalves.
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Dear Fellow Alumni,
t is an honor to begin my year as president of the Alumni Association. I look forward to this
upcoming year and want to thank Dr. Martin Brecher, our immediate past president, for his
leadership over the past year. I am pleased to note that he will remain active in the organization as past president.

This year’s reunion weekend (May 5–6) made a big splash on Buffalo’s waterfront. The reunion

cocktail party on Friday evening, sponsored by the Alumni Association, was a great begin-

Vice President
Helen M. Cappuccino,
MD ’88

ning to the weekend of events, when all classes were welcomed back to Buffalo at Shanghai
Red’s Restaurant.
This year, a new format combined Spring Clinical Day with the Harrington Lecture

Treasurer
Charles R. Niles,
MD ’83

to feature a single prominent keynote speaker, Dr. Edward O. Wilson, Pellegrino University
Research Professor, Emeritus, at Harvard University. The program was a success with over
200 medical alumni and guests in attendance (see page 44).

Past President
Martin L. Brecher,
MD ’72

On Saturday evening, over 250 alumni and guests continued the reunion celebration by attending
a dinner-dance at the Adam’s Mark Hotel. I had the pleasure of welcoming all 13 of the reunion classes
(as recent as 2001, and all the way back to 1941!) to this very special event. We hope all alumni enjoyed

Members
Charles M. Severin,
MD ’97 PhD

the celebration as much as we did, and we welcome any feedback from participants.
With the conclusion of our reunion weekend, we turn our attention to the summer and fall events.
On Sunday, July 9, the Alumni Association will sponsor the Student Clinician Ceremony at the Center for

Sanford H. Levy,
MD ’86

the Arts on the North Campus, when the Class of 2008 will make the transition from the classroom into
their clerkship experiences. We are proud to sponsor this event by providing each student with a Maxwell

Edward Kim,
MD ’99

Clinical Reference Guide. In August, we will welcome the Class of 2010 to campus!
The annual Distinguished Alumnus/a Dinner will be held in fall 2006, so please watch for more

Emeritus Members
John J. Bodkin, II
MD ’76
Margaret W. Paroski,
MD ’80, MMM

details on the date and location. If you wish to nominate a classmate for this honor, please send their
curriculum vitae to jlobaugh@buffalo.edu or fax it to (716) 829-2809.
I look forward to an enjoyable and productive year as president of the Alumni Association. If you
have suggestions, concerns or questions about our association, please feel free to reach me through the
advancement office at (716) 829-2773.

Regional Members
Joseph A. Chazan,
MD ’60,
Rhode Island
Max Doubrava,
MD ’59,
Nevada

Martin C. Mahoney, MD ’95 PhD ’88
President, Alumni Association
School of Medicine & Biomedical Sciences
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Reunions
2006
Friday, May 5,

and Saturday, May 6

LEFT TO R I G H T,

A time for old friends and

Martin N. Mango, MD ’71, class chair,

classmates to reunite and
reminisce about their
medical school years . . .

Williamsville, NY,
Jeffrey Dee Fleigel, MD ’71, Ocala, FL,
Sanford H. Levy, MD ’86, Amherst, NY, and
Janice J. Pegels, MD ’86, Binghamton, NY

LE FT T O R IGHT,

Jordan S. Popper, MD ’56, Honolulu, HI,
Mrs. Ann Popper,
Mrs. Constance Gicewicz, and
Edmond J. Gicewicz, MD ’56, class chair,

LEFT TO RIGH T,

Amherst, NY
Maxine E. Szumigala, MD ’96, class chair,
Buffalo, NY,
John J. Bodkin, II, MD ’76, class chair,
Amherst, NY,
Martin C. Mahoney, MD ’95 PhD ’88,
L E F T T O RI G H T,

Clarence, NY, and
Morton A. Stenchever, MD ’56,
Colleen A. Mattimore, MD ’91,
Mercer Island, WA,
class chair, Hamburg, NY
PHOTOS BY BENJAMIN RICHEY

Frederick Goldstein-Gretan, MD ’56,
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Thousand Oaks, CA, and
M. David Ben-Asher, MD ’56, Tucson, AZ
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Classnotes

all the other dedicated
and spirited faculty in the
Experimental Pathology
PhD Program!” E-mail is:
lccarter@vcu.edu

Summer 2006

PHOTO BY NANCY PARISI

1940s

Pictured, LEFT TO RIGHT, are David Dunn, MD, PhD, vice president for health sciences; Martin Brecher, MD ’72, past president, Medical
Alumni Association; keynote speaker E. O. Wilson, Pellegrino University Research Professor Emeritus, Harvard University; Charles Paganelli,
PhD, Distinguished Professor Emeritus; and Frederick C. Morin, III, MD, interim dean, School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences.
Eugene J. Hanavan Jr, left, and Daniel J. McCue, Class of 1941,
attended the Reunion Weekend celebration on May 5, 2006.

1970s
Elsburgh Clarke, MD ’77,

THE SPRING CLINICAL DAY/HARRINGTON LECTURE took

at Harvard University, is one of the most highly respected

place on Saturday, May 6, 2006, at the Adam’s Mark Hotel

scientists in the world. He is considered by many to be the

in downtown Buffalo. Dr. Edward O. Wilson, two-time

father of the modern environmental movement.

Pulitzer Prize winning author spoke about “The Future

The lecture, presented by the Medical Alumni Association

of Life” in which he made a passionate and eloquent plea

and the Office of Advancement, was held in conjunction

for a new approach to the management and protection of

with reunion weekend. Nearly 200 alumni and friends of

our ecosystem.

the medical school were in attendance.

Wilson, Pellegrino University Research Professor, Emeritus

THANK

—Kim Venti

YOU

is the CEO of Comprehensive Emergency Solutions, an
emergency
medical
group that
staffs the
Methodist
Medical Center Emergency Department Trauma
Center in Peoria, Illinois.
He also serves as chairman of the Department
of Emergency Medicine as

well as EMS director for
the hospital. He hastily
adds that he continues to
pursue his professional
photography career in
photojournalism and
professional sports.

1980s
Carlos Jaén, PhD ’88, MD

professor and chair of
the Department of Family
and Community Medicine, University of Texas
Health Science Center at
San Antonio, has been

’89,

appointed by U.S. Health
and Human Services
Secretary Michael Leavitt
to the national advisory
council of the U.S. Agency
for Healthcare Research
and Quality (AHRQ). His
term of service extends
through November 2008.
The council advises
Secretary Leavitt and
the AHRQ director, Dr.
Carolyn Clancy, on matters related to actions of
the AHRQ to (1) reduce
the costs of health-care
services and (2) improve
access to health-care
services through scientific
research and promotion
of improvements in clinical practice and the organization, financing and
delivery of health services.
The council consists of
21 representatives who
are leaders in health-care
research, health-care
quality,
primary
care medicine, and
health-care
economics.

Oren Fix, MD ’99, writes:

“We are redesigning
the ways services are
delivered in practices
throughout our country,”
Jaén says. “I am excited
to be a part of that effort
through this national
advisory committee.”

“I will finish my training
in transplant hepatology
at the University of California at San Francisco
and will be joining the
faculty at the University of
Washington in Seattle in
the fall. E-mail: orenfix@
hotmail.com.”

1990s
Laurie Carter, DDS, PhD ’93,

is professor and director
of oral and maxillofacial
radiology and director of
advanced dental education at
Virginia
Comonwealth
University
School of
Dentistry. She writes:
“In November 2005, I was
elected to a four-year term
on the American Dental
Association’s Council on
Scientific Affairs and
president elect of the
American Academy of
Oral and Maxillofacial
Radiology. Thank you to
Drs. [Peter] Nickerson,
and [John] Wright and

2000s
Dave Fintak MD ’03,

see following classnote
from Jennifer Wiler, MD
MBA ’03.
Jennifer Wiler MD, MBA ’03,

writes: I recently finished
my emergency medicine
residency at Drexel University College of Medicine and am working as
assistant director of the
Emergency Department
at Hahnemann University
Hospital and as clinical
instructor at Drexel.
Dave Fintak, MD ’03, is
entering his final year in
ophthalmology and hopes
to continue in a retina
surgery fellowship.

to the alumni who joined the MEDICAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION this year! Your membership supports programs and services
for all medical alumni and students. This year, the programs and activities sponsored by the Medical Alumni Association included:
• O RIENTATION W EEK
• P URCHASE

• P URCHASE

DINNER DANCE

OF WHITE COATS FOR THE WHITE

C OAT C EREMONY

FOR THE

OF

M AXWELL R EFERENCE B OOKS

Olmsted Ross Receives Lifetime Achievement Award

New York State Medical Society and

National Conference for Community and Justice

is a past president of the Buffalo

S TUDENT C LINICIAN C EREMONY

Ophthalmology Society.

• C OMMUNITY P HYSICIAN L UNCHEONS

• S ELECTION

• M ATCH D AY

• R EUNION W EEKEND

Elizabeth Olmsted Ross, MD ’39, a nationally recognized ophthalmolo-

philanthropist, who has endowed the Ross Chair in Ophthalmic Pathology at UB

• P OLITY G OLF T OURNAMENT

• S PRING C LINICAL D AY C OCKTAIL P ARTY

gist, received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the National Conference for

and helped establish the Ira G. Ross Eye Institute for Research and Patient Care

Community and Justice at its Annual Citation with Banquet on March 29.

adjacent to the Elizabeth Pierce Olmsted MD Center for the Visually Impaired on

OF THE

D ISTINGUISHED A LUMNUS

Olmsted Ross also is a leading

Over the course of her career, Olmsted Ross has been a champion for the visu-

PLEASE

CONSIDER BECOMING A MEMBER TODAY. For details on your membership options, please visit us online at
www.alumni.buffalo.edu/membership, or call the Medical Alumni Association at (716) 829-2773; or email jlobaugh@buffalo.edu.

ally impaired, tirelessly advocating for state-of-the-art care as well as for innovative research into diseases and conditions that cause visual impairment.
She is a diplomat of the American Board of Ophthalmology and a member of
the American Academy of Ophthalmology. In addition, she has served as chair
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of the ophthalmology section of the

B u f f a l o

P h y s i c i a n

S u m m e r

2 0 0 6

the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus.
The National Conference for Community and Justice, founded in 1927, promotes understanding and respect among all races, religions and cultures through
advocacy, conflict resolution and education.

—Suzanne Chamberlain
S u m m e r 2
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