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My Fellow Alumni,

ishes for a happy and healthy New Year on behalf of the Alumni Association of the School of
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences! As we begin the New Year, the Governing Board is active
planning and sponsoring events and programs for alumni and students.

This year, the Governing Board is collaborating with the Harrington Committee to present an invigorated
format for Spring Clinical Day that will feature a single prominent keynote speaker—Dr. Michael Roizen, author
of Real Age. 1 encourage you to find out your “real age” by visiting www.realage.com. (You can
also read more about Dr. Roizen on page 41.) Spring Clinical Day will be held on Saturday, May
5, at the Adam’s Mark Hotel. The cost of the program and luncheon will be $40 per person.
Please look for your registration brochure in the mail if you live in the Western New York area
or if you are celebrating a reunion.

This year’s reunion theme is “You Have an Appointment for Reunion Weekend 2007” and
will be May 4-5, 2007. Events will be held at UB’s South Campus and at the Adam’s Mark Hotel.
We plan to offer tours of the medical school and the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus. Please look for complete
details on this weekend in the upcoming weeks. (See the Save-the-Date announcement on page 45 for further
details on these events).

Your contact for Reunion Weekend and Spring Clinical Day is Jennifer Lobaugh, director of special events
and constituent relations. She is working closely with the reunion chairs and will answer your questions about the
spring events. If you are celebrating a class reunion in 2007, please contact her at 716-829-2773 or 877-826-3246.

As a result of alumni membership support, the Medical Alumni Association (MAA) was able to offer or
participate in several student programs during the fall semester: the White Coat Ceremony, Student Clinician
Ceremony, Polity Golf Tournament, Community Physician Luncheons, Mentoring Directory, and Parents
Weekend. During a recent Polity meeting that I attended, the multiple talents, passion and commitment of the
students directed toward both academic and community issues were truly impressive.

I request your assistance in continuing to support the MAA by becoming a member this year. The yearly dues
are $75 and allow us to continue alumni and student programs. Please visit www.alumni.buffalo.edu, click on the
“membership” tab and follow the instructions for the School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences.

We welcome your feedback, so please feel free to e-mail me at anytime.

Sincerely,
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MarTiN C. MAHONEY, MD ’95 PHD ’88
President, Medical Alumni Association

martin.mahoney@roswellpark.org
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Maxine Hayes,

has been elected to membership in the
Institute of Medicine (I0M).

HAYES IS THE HEALTH OFFICER for the Washington State Department
of Health. In this capacity, she advises the governor and the Department of
Health Secretary on issues ranging from emergency response to infectious
disease outbreaks to prevention of childhood illness. She also works closely
with the medical community, local health departments, and community groups
to give the public the latest scientific information on how to become and

stay healthy.

Hayes also serves as clinical professor of pediatrics at the University of
Washington School of Medicine and on the faculty of the School of Public
Health. She is a past president of the Association of Maternal and Child
Health Programs, and is a past chair of the Maternal and Child Health Section
of the American Public Health Association.

In 1999, Hayes was named a UB Distinguished
Alumna, and in 2000 she received the Medical Alumni
Association’s Stockton Kimball Award.

Established in 1970 as a unit of the National Academy
of Sciences (but with separate membership), the IOM is
broadly based in the biomedical sciences and health pro-
fessions, as well as related aspects of the behavioral and
social sciences, administration, law, the physical sciences,
and engineering. It is concerned with the protection and
advancement of the health professions and sciences, the
promotion of research and development pertinent to health,
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In the pursuit of its mission, the IOM conducts studies

of specific problems. Through election or appointment to
advisory, steering or governing committees, members contribute their knowl-
edge and professional judgment to the development of findings and the formu-
lation of recommendations, most of which relate to public policy. C.»
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Frank J. Twarog, MD '71,
PhD’67, has been promot-
ed to clinical professor at
Harvard Medical School.
He is also a member of
the Immunology Division
at Children’s Hospital in
Boston and in the private
practice of allergy.

Don Liu, MD ’77, was induct-
ed into the American
Ophthalmologic Society
in May 2006. The society
is one of the oldest and
most prestigious profes-
sional organizations in
the country. Out of nearly
20,000 current practicing
ophthalmologists, only
about 200 are members.
Liu also has received the
Honors Award from the
American Academy of
Ophthalmology. He has
served as an examiner

of the American Board
of Ophthalmology and

as scientific referee and
on the editorial board of
several major ophthalmic
journals. He is currently
professor of ophthalmol-
ogy and vice chairman

at the University of Mis-
souri. Email address is
liud@health.missouri.edu
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Margaret Paroski, MD 80,
received the Humanitar-
ian Award from The
Hope for
Tomorrow
Founda-
tion at
its 13th
annual
Charity Benefit held on
October 27, 2006. As
executive vice president
and chief medical officer
for Kaleida Health,
Paroski oversees 26 clinical
services and the creden-
tialing of more than
1,850 physicians and health
professional affiliates.
Proceeds from the
annual event have ben-
efited more than 1,000
children with medical
care, supplies and assis-
tance around the world.
Founded by Dr. Jef-
frey Meilman, Hope for
Tomorrow donates sur-
gery for needy children in
Third World countries.
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Martin C. Mahoney, MD ’95,
PhD’88, Department of
Health Behavior, Divi-
sion of Cancer Preven-
tion and Population
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Sciences at Roswell Park
Cancer Institute has been
appointed to the editorial
board of CA: A Cancer
Journal for
Clinicians,
a peer-
reviewed

journal of
the Ameri-
can Cancer Society (ACS).
The journal, which
has a circulation of
approximately 90,000,
presents information to
professionals about cancer
prevention, early detec-

tion, treatment, palliation,
advocacy issues, and
quality-of-life topics

in oncology.

Mahoney currently
serves as vice chair of the
ACS Psychosocial, Behav-
ioral and Policy Research
Committee and is a mem-
ber of the ACS Primary

Care Advisory Committee.

He is a former member
of the ACS Eastern Divi-
sion Board of Directors,
representing the states of
New York and New Jersey.
He continues to serve as a

member of the ACS Board
of Advisors for the West-
ern New York region.

Mahoney’s research
focuses on enhancing
smoking cessation using
pharmacotherapy, exam-
ining cancer screening uti-
lization and promotion,
and developing education
and training programs for
physicians and nonphysi-
cian providers.

Christine Ambrosone, PhD
’95, and Chi-Chen Hong,
PhD, in the Department

My

riad

Realty.com

of Epidemiology at
Roswell Park Cancer
Institute, have received
grants totaling $1,017,766
to study weight gain and
breast cancer recurrence.
In one of the first
known comprehensive
studies to examine the
issue, the scientists will
investigate the combined
impact of cancer treatment,
genetic makeup, physiolog-
ical changes, lifestyle habits,
diet, physical activity, emo-
tional well-being and social
support as factors that

can affect the health of
women with breast cancer
and be predictive of risk
for recurrence.

Weight gain—the initial
research focus—occurs
in 50 to 95 percent of
early-stage breast cancer
patients who receive che-
motherapy after surgery
and/or radiation therapy,
and has been associated
with a poorer prognosis.

“There is little informa-
tion available about what
women can do to improve
their health after they are

diagnosed with breast
cancer. This is believed to
be the first study to inves-
tigate the role of hormonal
changes and genetic vari-
ants in weight gain in these
patients. The long-term
goal of this research will
be to identify factors that
improve health during and
after treatment for breast
cancer;” says Ambrosone.
The study is funded by
the U.S. Department of
Defense ($622,766), the
New York State Breast
Cancer Research & Educa-

tion Fund ($120,000), the
Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation®
($250,000) and individual
gifts made to the Roswell
Park Alliance Foundation
($25,000) for a total of
$1,017,766. To read more
about the study and its
methodology, visit the
Multimedia Newsroom at
www.roswellpark.org and
search press releases.

Michael C. Stoner, MD "96,
has joined the faculty at
East Carolina Univer-

MICHAERDL’S

sity (ECU)
Brody
School of
Medicine
as assistant
professor
of vascular surgery. Previ-
ously, he was a resident
physician at Virginia
Commonwealth Uni-
versity Medical College

of Virginia and then a
Vascular fellow at Harvard
University’s Massachusetts
General Hospital. At ECU,
he also serves as the direc-
tor of the vascular surgery

fellowship and codirector
of the Aortic Center. He
resides in Greenville, NC,
with his wife, Mary Claire
Degamo, BS ’94, and two
daughters Allyson and
Natalie.

Mary K. Kolbert, MD "98,
joined the physician team
at Lifetime Health Medical
Group in November and
began see-
ing patients
of all ages
in the fam-
ily medicine

practice at the William E.
Mosher Health Center. In
early 2007, she also began
seeing patients at the
group’s Hamburg Health
Center.

Kolbert completed
her medical degree and
residency at the UB, where
she also earned a master
of arts in physiology.

She is board-certified
in family medicine and is
a member of the Ameri-
can Academy of Family
Physicians. She currently
resides in Hamburg.
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2000s

Jaimie DeRosa, MD "02,
writes: “In 2005, I fin-
ished my otolaryngology
residency at Boston Uni-
versity Medical Center,
where I served as admin-
istrative chief resident. I
then went on to a fellow-

otolaryngology residents.

I am actively involved in
the American Academy
of Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery
and have been asked to
join the Written Exam
Writing Committee for
the American Board of
Facial Plastic and Recon-

gology or facial plastic
surgery, I would be happy
to speak with them.

My e-mail address is
jderosal @geisinger.edu.”

Peter Rosella, MD 02,
writes, “T am in my final
year of diagnostic radiol-
ogy at UB, where I have

Classnotes can also be submitted by

ship in facial plastics and

structive Surgery. My been chief resident for

practice is focused on

X e-mail to: bp-notes@buffalo.edu
reconstructive surgery at

the University of Illinois
at Chicago with Dean

the past three years. Upon
facial plastic and recon- completion of my resi-
structive surgery and I dency in June 2007, I will

Toriumi, MD. T am now am especially interested

begin an MRI fellowship
at University Medical

Imaging in Rochester, NY.

on staff at Geisinger in rhinoplasty.
If any students are

interested in otolaryn-

Medical Center in Dan-
ville, PA, teaching both
medical students and
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Irwin A. Ginsherg, MD *44,

Shane G- Fergllson, Mll ’95, died on September 15,
2006, of cancer. He passed away at home surrounded by his family.
He was 37.

Born in Niagara Falls, NY, and a graduate of LaSalle Senior High
School, Ferguson went on to earn his bachelor’s degree with summa
cum laude honors in biological sciences at UB. He then attended medi-
cal school at UB, where he again graduated with honors. As a medical
student, Ferguson was involved in early studies with surfactant technol-
ogy and earned research honors for a study he conducted in 1991.

Following graduation from medical school, Ferguson completed his
residency in pediatrics at Women and Children’s Hospital, where he
was the recipient of the Frederick B. Wilkes Award of Excellence in
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Pediatrics. More recently, he received the Compeer Volunteer of the
Year Award for assisting troubled and disadvantaged youth.

Ferguson began practicing in the Buffalo area in 1998. He also served
as medical director for Sister’s Hospital School Health Program and as
school physician for the Hamburg Central School District. In addition, he
spent time assisting children at the Child Advocacy Center of Buffalo.

In December 2004, due to his illness, Ferguson discontinued his
private practice at Town and Village Pediatrics of Amherst.

Survivors include his wife, Gail H. Ferguson, MD '93; two daugh-
ters, Madeline and Rebecca; a son, Tobey; and two brothers, Shawn
Ferguson, MD ’95, his twin, and Michael Ferguson, MD '93; and his
parents, John and Marilyn.

John G. Rohinson, MD 45, died on October 9, 2006.
William 0. Berndt, MD 59, died on August 31, 2006.






